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At Chichester in Sussex on October 10th our thirty-third self-service branch
opened making another link in our south-coast chain reaching from Folkestone
to Westbourne. Our photographs of this branch were taken before opening,
during the opening and in some cases a few days after the branch had settled
down. The shop has a narrow frontage, as can be seen on the left, but it is very
deep with a ground plan that bends twice towards the right. Immediately
above is Mr. Alan Sainsbury (left) going to unlock the shop at 10 a.m. On his
right is Mr. F. Pagden, the Area Superintendent, and following them is the
manager, Mr. W. Manning, who can be seen above putting up wall letters on
the day before opening.
On our cover. Some people and places in Chichester. It rained all day when
we photographed the town. The Market Cross, top left, was built about 1500.
The clocks and the cupola came much later. The centre picture on the right
shows how the cathedral spire dominates the local landscape. It is the
only English cathedral spire that is visible from the sea. The town has a
modern industrial area and is growing steadily.

CHICHESTER
At the top of this page, Mr. J. D. Sainsbury makes a tour of inspection in the
last few minutes before 10 a.m., the opening time. Ready for the customers is
Mr. Dunnaway, the basket issuer. A steady, regular flow of Chichester housewives kept him busy all through our opening day. Talking to Mr. Alan Sainsbury
in the centre picture is Mr. Paul Sainsbury (left), who is the youngest son of
the founder of the firm and who lives near Chichester. He had made several
visits to the branch before opening day. On the right, Mr. Pagden helps a
customer unused to self-service shopping.
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Opposite Page
Chichester is the first of our
branches to carry a range
of "non-food" lines. Soaps,
detergents, polishes. This is
a convenience for customers
and our new branch at
Welwyn Garden City (see
next month's J.S. Journal)
also sells these lines. Bristol
too, will have a household
goods department. In the top
picture Mr. W. Manning, the
Chichester manager, talks
about them to customers.
Centre, left, clerk Miss J. D.
Mills with Miss P. Lintott,
who is in charge of checkouts. Below are housekeeper
Mrs. E. M. Hamlin (on the
right) talking to Mrs. V. G.
West. The two assistant
managers are Mr. G. L. Vile
(right) and Mr. T. J.
Marchant.
On this page
At the top on the left
Mr. Lenihan, a Portsmouth
porter on loan, talking to
Miss V. A. Beesley (centre)
and Miss D. A . Doughton.
On the right are Mrs.
Aylmore, one of the daily
women, and Miss V. L.
Totham. The checkouts in
this branch face obliquely
the left wall of the shop.
The operators in the picture
are waiting for opening
time. Those facing the
camera are Miss G. Knight,
Miss K. E. Santon, Mrs. J. P.
Small, Mrs. A. Peters,
Mrs. S. R. Challon, Miss P. A.
Jenkins. In the picture at the
toot of the page are checkout operator Miss K. M.
Whithall working in the
office and the manager
through the window.

On the left-hand wall of the shop entrance is a pictorial map of the Chichester
area cut in hard Swedish pearl granite and then painted and gilded. The map,
designed and carved by John Skelton, A.R.B.S., F.R.S.A., is both decorative
and informative. Other J.S. branches in the area are indicated, there is
a scale for children to measure height against years up to the age of 10, the
royal helicopter heads towards Cowes and a racing car numbered 7 (Stirling
Moss's number) zooms towards Goodwood.
Mr. Skelton, who is a nephew of Eric Gill, the famous British sculptor and type
designer, practises several forms of sculpture and has done a great deal of
work for churches, schools and industrial clients.

Below, right, Mr. P. R. McCall,
Head Butcher.
Foot, left, Miss S. Wood.
Centre, wrapping bacon,
Miss R.Wood, and Mr. G. F. Fuller
at the cheeseboard.
Right, one of our cleaners,
Mrs. Stamp.

Some J.S. people from Chichester. On the left in the big picture is Mr. A. C. Swaites, centre, Mr. A. M. Rowland,
and, right, Mr. N. J. Taylor. Working at the bandsaw below is Mr. C. F. Quilliam; at the counter, centre, Mr. F. Holder;
and on the right Mr. W. J. McGovern, bacon hand, at work on the bacon slicer.

Chichester is a growing, forward looking city with a long history. Today, a
developing industrial section is attracting new people to the city itself and to
its surrounding villages. The design of
its new railway station is frankly modern
as the light fitting ceiling and windows
of its booking hall show. A Festival
Theatre is being created and the building itself is under construction on the
edge of the city. The foundation stone
was laid by H.R.H. Princess Alexandra
last May and already the shape of a
modern and unusual theatre is appearing among the scaffolding. The design
is by the two architects Powell and
Moya who were responsible, among
many designs, for the "Skylon," the
dramatic tapering steel mast that dominated the South Bank Festival of
Britain in 1951. And in the cathedral
modern design is being successfully
used under the stimulus of the Dean of
Chichester, Canon Hussey, who when
he was at Northampton commissioned
works for his church from painter
Graham Sutherland and sculptor Henry
Moore. The altar shown opposite in the
Chapel of St. Mary Magdalene at the
east end of the cathedral is a modern
design flanked by modern wrought iron
candlesticks. The painting "Noli me
tangere" is by Graham Sutherland. Its
brilliant red and orange colours glow
bravely among the weathered ancient
stones which surround it. The cathedral
is an old foundation dating from
the 11th century. The building is mostly
13th century and is unique in England
as our widest cathedral, our only
cathedral visible from the sea and
our only cathedral with a separate bell
tower. It is the tower on the right of the
picture on this page and it is 120 feet
high. But even the cathedral is a newcomer to the city, which was the tribal
capital of the Regni, an ancient British
people who before the Romans landed
were messing about in boats. The local
inhabitants are still doing the same.

Photographs by Brian Shuel.
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Gardens and the Hope, Globe and Swan Theatres.
Beyond them rises the pile of the Palace of the
Bishop of Winchester, and beyond this again the
Church of St. Saviour. To the south are green fields
and hedgerows.
The Palace was built in the 12th century, and the
Bishop lived there in the manor, or liberty, of Clink,
and in his grounds he had his own private prison in
the corner of the pike garden. Some of the dungeons,
reserved for offenders within Clink Liberty, ran
below the high water mark of the river and were
dank and noisome. After the Palace had been
vacated by the Bishops in the middle 1500s the
prison became the property of the state, and some
of the victims of the religious persecutions of Queen
Mary and Queen Elizabeth were housed there.
Americans living in London have placed a wall
tablet at the west end of Clink Street to commemorate the founding of the Pilgrim Fathers church in
the Clink prison by John Greenwood and Henry
Barrowe who met a martyr's death because of their
refusal to obey the Act of Conformity of Worship.
Members of the church they founded helped to

Miss G. Springthorpe
of Mr. Dearlove's office writes about the chequered
career of a part of Southwark only a few minutes
walk from Stamford Street.

Transport yourself back to the days of Shakespeare,
and take a stroll along Bankside. Instead of the
crowding warehouses and small, dark alleys, there
are fields, lush and green, and three large, round
structures, rather like martello towers, open to the
sky above, with the surrounding plots scaffolded
about for the use of spectators. These are Paris
10

hung out at the river side rather than in the street,
since most of their custom came from that direction.
The owner of one of these establishments was none
other than Sir William Walworth, Mayor of Southwark, who struck down the rebel Wat Tyler, and
thus gave the dagger to the City arms. Most of
these places are lost, but perhaps some people will
remember the public house called the "Crossed
Keys" at the corner of Upper Ground and Blackfriars Road, where now stands United Africa House;
and along Bankside, just opposite a fine view of St.
Paul's Cathedral, is Cardinal Cap Alley, which
surely must have survived from those days. It was
in the time of Henry VIII that an attempt was made
by Proclamation to clean up this district, and it was
fairly successful. Nevertheless, some of the more
noisome alleys going down to the river still witnessed dark deeds, which may have been the
reason for the edict which resulted in the following
words carved on a tablet on a building on Bankside
which can still be seen . . .
"This ancient Way called Clarks Alley leading
from Willow Street to the River Thames being a
free Passage and landing Place was closed by
order of the Commissioners of the Clink Pavements 1796."
The theatre flourished in the days of Queen
Elizabeth I, and of the three on Bankside the
most popular was the Globe, where Shakespeare
wrote and produced many of his plays. The brewery
of Messrs. Barclay, Perkins & Co., Ltd., has
occupied this site in Park Street for many years,
and a plaque on the wall bearing the bust of
Shakespeare commemorates the fact that the Globe
stood in that place. At the time of writing the
brewery is being rebuilt, and the plaque has been
temporarily removed until it can be reinstated on
the new building.
The brewery has seen many changes since the
days in which it was first built. Southwark has held
a reputation for strong ale from very early times,
for Chaucer speaks of the "ale of Southwark" in
his time. About one hundred years after the Globe
Theatre had passed away, a small brewery stood on
this site, which was sold to a Mr. Thrale. He made
a success of his venture, and the business was
further expanded by his son, Henry Thrale,
resident in Southwark, landowner in the village of
Streatham, and a friend of Dr. Samuel Johnson.
On his death, the brewery was bought by Mr.
David Barclay, Jnr., head of the banking firm of
Barclay & Co., who put in charge of it his nephew
and a certain Mr. Perkins, who had been in Thrale's
establishment. Hence the name of the present firm.
Commerce flourished on the South side of the river.
More buildings were put up, cutting off some of the
old streets and alleys. Deadman's Place, so called
because of the many victims of the plague who were

make possible the sailing of the Mayflower to
America in 1620 and some members sailed in the
ship.
After the end of the 16th century it fell into disuse,
but it seems strange that such a small and obscure
prison should give its name as the synonym for all
prisons, and also to the "Liberty" over which the
Bishop exercised jurisdiction. Remains of Winchester Palace are still to be seen in Winchester Square,
just behind Southwark Cathedral, and you can still
walk through the dark, narrow alley called Clink
Street; if you are not careful you will bump into the
waist-high stone post at one end bearing the legend
"Clink 1812" or the posts at the other end inscribed "Wardens of St. Saviour 1827".
In the 15th century, Bankside was notorious as
a place of brothels and bear baiting, the latter being
evident by Bear Alley which today runs through
from Bankside to Park Street. The gallants of those
days used to come across the river from the City,
landing at the numerous stairs, and would spend
riotous hours in their favourite haunts - the Crosse
Keyes, the Gunne, the Castle, the Crane and the
Cardinal's Hatte - where the gaudy signs would be
11

buried there, was joined with Maiden Lane and
renamed Park Street. Southwark Street was built "its style of houses is borrowed from that in Paris in
the period of Louis XIV" - and the Hop Exchange
was erected. Wharves and warehouses appeared by
the river, although the roadway known as Bankside
was allowed to remain, and the exclusive right of
parishioners of St. Saviour's Ward to land goods
free of toll at St. Mary Overy's wharf was preserved.
I am assured that no one has availed themselves of
this privilege for many generations, although it
originated in the 14th and 15th centuries, when
steps led down from the parish to the ferry which
would take people and goods across the river to the
City of London. The steps were the property of the
people of the parish, and have continued to be so
ever since.
The parish records of St. Saviour are unique in
that they are unbroken from the 14th century. So
many parish clerks in this country did not bother
to preserve the work of their predecessors adequately, and consequently there are many large
gaps in the history of the parishes, but the clerks in
Southwark seem to have had an eye for posterity,
and the story of the parish of St. Saviour can be

traced right through the years. The L.C.C. think so
highly of this achievement that they have housed
the parish records in a safe lodging in County Hall.
Although the district was being given over more
and more to commerce, some of the houses on
Bankside were retained as dwelling places.
Cardinal's Wharf, No. 49, now bears a plaque
stating that Christopher Wren stayed in the house
when he was building St. Paul's Cathedral. On the
other side of Cardinal's Cap Alley, Nos. 50, 51 and
52 have now been transformed into two houses:
one is a private dwelling, the other, called the
"Provost's Lodging", houses the Provost of Southwark Cathedral.
Southwark is full of reminders of Charles
Dickens - the King's Bench Prison in the Borough
where Mr. Micawber was imprisoned; Little
Dorrit's playground just off the Borough High
Street; Quilp Street (Daniel Quilp in The Old
Curiosity Shop); Lant Street and the White Hart
Inn (both in Pickwick Papers); Marshalsea Road,
the site of the old Marshalsea Prison; and the
Church of St. George the Martyr.
The Church of St. Saviour became Southwark
Cathedral as recently as 1905, and King Edward VII
attended the service of celebration. Long before
this time the Church of St. Saviour had presided
over parochial schools in the district, and the
Canons were responsible for the religious instruction of the children. At one school the children
noticed that the Canon who came twice a week to
put them through their catechism was very enthusiastic about it, until it was discovered that his
attentions were more for the Headmistress, who
later became "Mrs. Canon". The children looked

forward to Saints' Days - in the morning they
paraded for service in the Church, going up
Borough High Street two by two - but in the
afternoon it meant a holiday.
A lady who was born in and lived in Union Street
in the 1890s says that one of her earliest recollections was of the man with a knob on the end of a
long stick who used to knock on the bedroom
windows of the local tradesmen with the cry:
"Time to get u p ! " - forerunner of the alarm clock!
At the turn of the century the horse predominated. One was awakened in the morning by the
clatter of the horse-drawn trams passing under the
railway arch in Southwark Bridge Road. A long
ride on a tram, from the Hop Exchange to East Hill,
Wandsworth, was something to be anticipated, and
one could climb on to the top of the tram and find
a seat on the long wooden benches which were
placed back to back down the length of the tram,
so that one could choose to face either "port" or
"starboard" as one wished.
As for a ride on a horse bus - that really was an
adventure. You could make a bee-line for the front
seat on top because you could be sure of entertainment on the journey by chatting to the driver.
There he sat, usually a large, weather-beaten man
wearing a hard "Churchillian" hat. In the winter
he had multitudinous scarves wound round his
neck, a leather apron over his legs and a leather
strap round his waist attached to the ironwork of

the seat behind him. The buses that went from the
Borough to the Angel at Islington had seats for
about six each side inside, straw on the floor, the sole
illumination during the dark hours being an oil
lamp in a small glass cupboard. The bus was drawn
by two horses, but an extra horse always waited at
the foot of London Bridge to help the others over
the steep slope.
There were horse-drawn fire engines, with the
horses straining and slipping on the cobbles, the
noise of the clanging bell, the shouts of the people,
the sparks and smoke from the back of the engine,
and the firemen hanging on for dear life as the
engine swerved round the corners. Then there were
the dray horses from the brewery - massive animals
with hairy fetlocks and their manes sometimes
plaited with straw. The dray men, too, were equally
enormous, usually standing a lot over 6 feet, and
also great of girth. There is a recollection of sheltering behind one of these herculean creatures and
hearing him ask the local butcher for "Half a nice
rump steak, guv'nor" to be taken back to the
brewery, possibly washed down with a pint of the
best, at 2d. a pint!
It is said that Southwark means "south wark" or
"south fort" of the City of London. Some feel that
Southwark's only reason for being is London
Bridge. Whatever the reason, Southwark has seen a
chequered career, and will no doubt continue to do
so far into the future.

" M a n k i n d owes to the
child the
best it has
to g i v e "

U N I C E F , if you don't know already, is the United
Nations Children's Fund. It works for children
everywhere but only for children. Its aim is to help
create a future in which every child may enjoy the
right to health and to happiness and so grow up to
play a useful role as an adult in whatever community it lives. There are three main enemies
which deprive children of this right - sickness,
hunger and ignorance. To combat these enemies
UNICEF co-operates with over 100 countries in
their plans to ensure the enjoyment by children of
better food and health services. There are 90
countries who contribute funds, and thousands of
organisations and individuals help with money to
make the work possible and effective.
The greeting card fund provides some of
UNICEF'S income. The artists who design the
cards give their work free as a contribution to
UNICEF, and the whole year round the cards are
sold in over 80 countries. You can help by buying
UNICEF greeting cards.
1 box of UNICEF cards will buy enough
penicillin to cure 10 children of yaws.
5 boxes of UNICEF cards will buy enough
sulphur tablets to treat 2 children with leprosy for
3 years.
100 boxes of UNICEF cards will buy the equipment for a small maternal and child welfare centre.

quarters in
New York.

From the United Nations Declaration of the Rights of the Child.

The cards cost 7s. 6d. for a box of 10 (with envelopes),
but are sold only in sets, which cannot be altered.
That is you can buy a box of 10 (2 each of 5 designs)
of A Child's World or Arctic Life, or a box of 10 of the
others illustrated here. They are on sale to personal
shoppers at 271 High Holborn, London, W.C.I; 1 Park
Crescent, London, W.l; United Nations Association
H.Q., 25 Charles Street, W.l; and the London Office,
69 Carter Lane, E.C.4. At John Lewis, Oxford Street;
Peter Jones, Sloane Square; John Barnes, Finchley
Road; Bon Marche, Brixton; Pratts, Streatham; Jones
Bros., Holloway. Many schools, colleges, associations
and individuals help UNICEF by selling greeting cards.
You can get order forms and further information
about UNICEF cards by writing to:
UNICEF Greeting Card Fund,
14/15 Stratford Place, London, W.l.
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Two cards below from the series
A Child's World.
Five designs in gayt brilliant colour
by Andre" Francois, a
Roumanian born artist who works in
France and is widely known in
England for his charming and
comic inventions.

##^B!
From the series Arctic Life.
One of a set of designs
given to UNICEF by five
of a group of Eskimo artists
who live and work on
Baffin Island, Canada. The
designs are reproduced from
stencils made on sealskin. On
the right Niviaksah, one
of the artists.

M. A. Chugtai, of
Pakistans designed this
charming card called
T h e Star.

W. Abling

Prospects
for Next
Mr. H. G. Brown reviews this
year's shows and comments
on what they offer for
next year in your garden

November! There is little colour left in the garden
now, but this is the time, while the picture is comparatively fresh in one's mind, to plan for next year.
A cosy job this, an armchair, a warm fire, piles of
colourful catalogues. What pictures can be conjured
up in such circumstances. It is well to reflect, however, before spending all your pocket money, that
nurserymen, honest fellows in the main, are inclined
to "gild the lily" when compiling their catalogues.
Moreover, their sins lie rather in omission than
commission. T o illustrate my point, taking
roses as an example, silvery pink or soft lilac may
accurately describe certain varieties in the bud
stage, yet both may look a dirty off white when
fully developed. Some are described as resistant to
black spot or mildew, and this can usually be relied
on, but what of the others where no such information is given ? Again a variety described as vigorous
can be anything from 30 inches tall to the 6 foot

plus of the QUEEN ELIZABETH rose, whereas one

whose growth is described as moderate may need
good cultivation to struggle to 18 inches. Some are
recommended as free flowering, what then of the
others not so described ? Many of these gaps can be
filled in by gardeners exchanging information—this
is particularly helpful to those with less experience.
As my contribution to this pool of knowledge let me
tell you of some of the roses and dahlias I either
grow or know.
Roses
Of my present planting EDEN ROSE is being replaced.

It has had a fair trial, the bloom is quite good and is
nicely scented, but the bush only produces about
six flowers a season, and this just isn't good enough.
Another that only just escapes the bonfire is ENA
HARKNESS. It has never grown well with me,
possibly my soil doesn't suit it, but it is always one
16

Some of the roses mentioned
in the text.
Opposite page.
Left, Silver Lining
Right, Korona.

On this page.
Left, Iceberg
Right, Margaret.

of the first to bloom, so seems to get reprieved from
year to year. Among the older varieties grown,
PEACE is always reliable. Plenty of room (3 feet
apart isn't too much), and the lightest of pruning

"Karathane" to control black spot and mildew
respectively. These can be used together, with an
insecticide added to make one job of it. This year
I have had no black spot, but ETHEL SANDAY and
LADY BELPER had slight attacks of mildew in late
autumn.

is the best way to grow PEACE, GRANDMERE JENNY,

a smaller, deeper coloured version of PEACE, is
another rose that gives plenty of flowers year after
year. The pink MARGARET always does well; one of
the first to bloom, it just goes on and on. I n prolonged spells of wet weather some of the blooms
"ball" and won't open, but the bushes are soon
flowering again with the return of better weather.
PERFECTA, rather disappointing in its first two
seasons, has now settled down and is doing well;
this rose gives its best blooms in late summer and
autumn, KONRAD ADENAUER is a very good red with
a really rich scent, LADY BELPER is another that I
wouldn't be without, a light orange bronze; the
blooms are a bit thin for cutting, but the plants are

The Queen Mary Rose Garden
HYBRID TEAS

This garden, situated in Regent's Park, is easily
reached by most people living in and around
London. Some 30,000 roses are grown here, new
ones and not so new ones; so it is a wonderful place
for anyone who wants to choose roses to plant.
Here are a few that I have noted doing well, SILVER
LINING, a very pale pink, possibly too pale to please
everyone, but it has a wonderful scent, TIFFANY is
a pink and yellow blend that is also strongly perfumed, DOROTHY PEACH, a seedling from PEACE,

rarely out of bloom, ANNE LETTS, pink, and ETHEL

always seems to be in flower, STELLA is one that I
think I must get, the colouring is difficult to describe,
the nearest I can manage is peach, almost crimson
at the petal edges, shading through buff to white
in the centre; anyway the rose is much better than
my description, BUCCANEER makes a huge bush of
golden yellow flowers, but its height (over 6 feet
in some cases) could be embarrassing. I am told
that the plants do not live long if pruned hard.

SANDAY, pale yellow, are not very satisfactory but
stay until replaced.
Among the new varieties planted last spring five
are already established as successes. These are
MONTEZUMA, salmon pink, GAIL BORDEN, a light
red and yellow bicolour, MY CHOICE, another bicolour pink and buff, PRIMA BALLERINA, a deep
pink, and WENDY CUSSONS, cerise. T h e first two
have little or no scent, but the last three are richly
scented. All are vigorous with healthy foliage, with
MONTEZUMA the strongest grower of the five.
Routine spraying is carried out at approximately
fortnightly
intervals, using
"Captan" and

FLORIBUNDAS

The floribunda roses have received a lot of
attention from hybridists in recent years, so much
so that many varieties only a few years old are now
17

s u p e r s e d e d b y better roses. H e r e are some which
represent this advance. First, of course, m u s t come

MEDIUM DECORATIVES
G o o d m e d i u m decoratives are scarce, so we are
fortunate that t h e old favourites retain their health
a n d vigour, TERPO, r e d , is still i n t h e front rank,

QUEEN ELIZABETH, almost as well k n o w n as PEACE;

its

height

does

make

its placing

a

problem.

ORANGEADE a n d ORANGE SENSATION a r e v e r y b r i g h t .

as is ARC D E T R I O M P H E , g o l d e n b r o n z e , FIRST LADY,

ICEBERG, as t h e n a m e suggests, is a white providing
a wonderful contrast t o t h e brighter colours. T h i s
variety i s , t o m y m i n d , t h e best of t h e t y p e : it is
such a rapid repeater t h a t it is literally never w i t h o u t

a yellow of immaculate form, a n d KISMET, terra
cotta, of similar formation, have b o t h excelled.
PEACE, w h i t e , is good, b u t it is late i n flowering.
Still it is t h e best of its colour, so if you m u s t have
a white this is t h e o n e .

b l o o m , KORONA, P A P R I K A , SARABANDE a n d

ALLOTRIA

appear t h e best of t h e m a n y reds, ALLGOLD seems
to b e unchallenged a m o n g t h e yellows. Pinks t o o
are scarce; this is strange w h e n y o u consider that
in t h e h y b r i d section a n e w pink h a s t o b e really
o u t s t a n d i n g t o avoid being dismissed as "just
a n o t h e r p i n k " . S o m e n e w pink floribundas a r e
c o m i n g forward n o w , a n d I have n o t e d SWEET REPOSE,
a b l e n d of p i n k a n d yellow, DEAREST, salmon, a n d
a very vigorous silvery pink called DAILY SKETCH.

SMALL CACTUS
DORIS DAY, deep r e d , has been g r o w n for many
years, b u t is still a favourite, a wonderful colour.
KLANKSTAD KERKRADE, yellow, a shocking n a m e for
a very good dahlia; DELICATE BEAUTY, lilac o n pink,
aptly n a m e d ;

Peace
Margaret
Perfecta
Konrad Adenauer
Montezuma
Gail Borden
My Choice
Wendy Cussons
Silver Lining
Dorothy Peach
Stella

BEDDING

FRAGRANT

Margaret
Perfecta
Konrad Adenauer
Lady Belper
Montezuma
Gail Borden
My Choice
Prima Ballerina
Wendy Cussons
Silver Lining
Dorothy Peach
Stella

Konrad Adenauer
Lady Belper
My Choice
Prima Ballerina
Wendy Cussons
Silver Lining
Stella

pink.

SMALL DECORATIVES
TOWNELEY CLASS, white flushed lilac, was once
m o r e t h e star performer, BRUMAS, white, is a nice
bloom, b u t I wish it h a d a better stem, GERRIE HOEK,
pink, seems to go o n for ever, MARY RICHARDS, pink
a n d c r e a m ; a n d CHORUS GIRL, pink, c a n still b e
relied o n for a good display.

R E C O M M E N D E D H Y B R I D TEAS A N A L Y S E D
EXHIBITION OR
CUTTING

HOEK'S YELLOW a n d GRACE,

All these, I a m sure, will continue t o give satisfaction for some t i m e yet.

S o m e N e w Varieties of Dahlias
SYMBOL, o r a n g e , a n d FLEVOLAND, orange r e d , are

two definite acquisitions t o t h e m e d i u m cactus
range. Both of these are already i n this country.
O t h e r s i n this section n o t e d during a trip t o
Holland

are

ACE W H I T E ,

HARVEST

GLORY,

yellow,

JEUNESSE, o r a n g e , a n d ROTTERDAM, r e d . T h e last

n a m e d is exceptionally good. Some m a y be available
here this spring, b u t are sure to b e expensive.
BARBARA ROOKE is n o t strictly a new one as this is

t h e second year that I have grown it. T h i s is as good
a m e d i u m decorative as any a n d better t h a n most.
J o h n Crutchfield, L t d . , C o p t h o r n e N u r s e r i e s , near
East Grinstead, a r e t h e sole distributors, WORLD
NEWS, white flushed lilac, is another excellent
m e d i u m decorative, PLATERO, a p u r p l e small cactus,
looks promising. I grew a very nice small decorative
n a m e d FRANCIS WALTON this year, t h e colour is a
pleasing shade of lavender. A t o n e period I counted
35 good flowers o n a plant. I d o u b t if any south
country n u r s e r y m e n hold stocks of this v a r i e t y
I obtained mine from t h e raiser, M r . J. Barwise,
T o w n e l e y N u r s e r y , Burnley, FRONT R O W , golden
b r o n z e , is a welcome addition to this section, both
for b e d d i n g a n d as a c u t flower, LIEVLING, a
pleasing blend of lavender, p i n k a n d w h i t e , was t h e
best of t h e m i n i a t u r e decoratives tried a n d ROTHESAY
SUPERB, r e d , w a s superior t o a n y large p o m - p o m
t h a t I have previously g r o w n . Several other n e w
varieties were tried w h i c h were n o better t h a n
those already grown.

R o s e s s u c h as BUCCANEER a n d QUEEN ELIZABETH

are best g r o w n as shrubs at t h e back of t h e b o r d e r .

Dahlias
T h i s is a subject that I have covered p r e t t y
t h o r o u g h l y i n previous issues of t h e journal, so t o
avoid repetition I will confine m y remarks t o some
of t h e older varieties that have performed particularly well this season a n d a few of t h e n e w varieties
tried o r seen growing, taking t h e m i n that order.
M E D I U M CACTUS

ECLIPSE, r e d , has b e e n excellent t h r o u g h o u t , t h e
colour doesn't fade at all. GOLDEN HEART, crimson
o n a yellow base. A wonderful plant t h i s , b u t clean
stock is h a r d t o find unfortunately. T h e r e is a lot
of virused stock about, SANSCULOTTE, orange,
a n o t h e r good o n e t h a t w o u l d b e even better if it
would give a few m o r e b l o o m s ; of m o s t u s e t o t h e
exhibitor.
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Delectable Dish

Christmas pudding is a steady seasonable grocery
line. So much so that we were surprised to find J.S.
hadn't ever done its own Christmas puddings before
this season. Readers will most likely have seen them
on sale already, but we feel we shouldn't let the
occasion go by without saying a few words about
them. They're remarkably good value for the money,
but the proof of puddings being in the eating we can
also claim they are a delectable dish.
Making Christmas puddings is a job in which the
professional has advantages over the amateur. First
and foremost in making puddings is the question
of freshness and quality of the ingredients which
go into the mixing room. Flour, fat, currants,
sultanas, raisins, peel, spices and flavouring must all
be in top condition. Laboratory examination ensures
that they are fit for use, and human palates try them
out and adjust the proportions of the mix according
to the inevitable slight variations of flavour.
Fat is the most important ingredient in a
Christmas pudding, since it permeates the mixture
and affects both flavour and keeping quality. So
besides laboratory examination particular care is
taken with the fat, which is kept in cool dry store
and removed from its containers only when needed
for use.
Sugars vary a great deal in flavour, ranging from
the almost tasteless sweetness of a highly refined
white sugar through the more warmly flavoured
derrierara sugars to the rich treacly taste of raw
sugars. The choice of sugar has also some effect on
the keeping properties.
The fruits used are washed in the usual way.
The washing process uses a flow of water to carry

the fruit forward over a series of "weirs", leaving
behind stones and sand that are heavier than the
fruit. Then the fruit goes on to a conveyor belt, on
which it is inspected and any stalks or splinters of
wood are picked out by hand. A powerful magnet
makes sure that any iron or steel fragments are
extracted.
The ingredients are now ready to go to the mixing
room, where they are weighed into the correct
proportions for the recipe. They then go (about a
quarter of a ton of them) into the mixer and are
churned into a well mixed batter. This is poured,
when the mix is complete, into great stainless steel
bowls and moved along to the depositor, which
feeds measured amounts of pudding batter into
moulds. The moulds have a film lining, so that when
the cooking is over the pudding will turn out easily,
Cooking must be carefully controlled and
precisely timed, since a pudding needs thorough
cooking to obtain good flavour and long-keeping
qualities. Once the puddings are cooked the racks
containing the moulds are removed to cool under
controlled atmospheric conditions to become
"surface dry". Samples are taken for laboratory
examination and for tasting by experts. If the batch
is approved it goes on to the wrapping and packing
room, from where it is sent on to make a good finish
to anyone's dinner, Christmas or not.
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Griffin
Report
A Newsletter from Dulwich

the corresponding date for next year's Gala at
Marshall Street has been booked.

Although both the number of competitors and
spectators was well down on last year, the annual
Swimming Gala proved a most enjoyable evening.
One of the complaints 12 months ago was that it
had finished too late; but this year the Baths were
clear before 10 p.m.
" T " (Surbiton) Section brought a coach load
and were rewarded for their enthusiasm by winning
the Section Championship. They also won the
Men's Relay and provided the Senior Gent
Champion in M. Green. Although " A " (Ilford)
Section only had two representatives, they finished
second in the Championship. Mr. P. Barrance
claimed four firsts, including the 100 yards Club
Championship, in which he was followed home
closely by Mr. Derek Salisbury. Miss C. Crisp,
also of " A " Section, had two victories, one of which
was in the 66 yards Club Championship. We were
especially pleased to welcome two young swimmers
from Country Sections, Miss S. Jenner from East
Grinstead, and Mr. M. Storey of Colchester, and
glad that they both secured victories. The Obstacle
Race proved a change from the straight swimming,
and it was apparent that some members had gained
experience in this event from last year. Mr. H.
Younger had a remarkable win in the Veterans'
Handicap Race, and his performance would have
done credit to many a younger member.
As usual, the Highgate Diving Club were invited
along to give a display, and it was the general
opinion that they put on one of their best-ever
shows. They certainly made diving look easy.
In spite of the successful Gala, the Griffin Committee were concerned at the reduction in the
entries. There has been some suggestion that we
should revert back to handicapping, but this is not
easy to arrange with any degree of accuracy. It has
also been put forward that holding this function in
the middle of the week might prove more popular.
However, it would be difficult to know which is the
best night, though after a Saturday swimmers do
have at least a day to get over their exertions. In
consequence, and after some thought, therefore,

Football News
The football season is now well under way, with
mixed fortunes for our teams. Our Wednesday
clubs in the London Area all play in outside competitions. In the Croydon League are " H " (Balham)
and " J " (Croydon) Sections, and there is certainly
a contrast in their start to the year. " H " Section,
without a team for a very long time, recommenced
last season playing all friendlies, and this year have
to date won their first three league matches in convincing style. " J " Section, on the other hand, old
campaigners in this competition, have not had the
best of luck and are still without a win at the
moment, although there is no lack of enthusiasm.
" T " Section, last year's winners of the Griffin
Mid-Week Cup, playing in the Kingston League,
started off in brilliant fashion with a 9 - 0 victory,
but have since suffered two heavy defeats. " R "
Section are playing in the Hanwell League, and
they also lost their first three matches.
The Thursday League
It is unfortunate that in the Griffin Thursday
League there are only five teams operating. In spite
of this, there appears plenty of keenness among the
players, and the standard is high. " A " Section, for
so long the chopping block of the other teams, have
improved considerably, and with a young side
might easily be among the honours in the not-toodistant future. " B " Section, last year's league
winners, have made the most impressive start, but
they are likely to be pressed by " Y " (Cricklewood)
Section, making a welcome return after a two-year
lapse. Other teams competing are from " F "
(Fulham) and " Z " (Paddington) Sections. Each
season we enter a representative team, selected from
the Thursday sides, in the Beckenham Hospital
Mid-Week Cup. We have had considerable success
in this competition, but this season we fell at
the first hurdle.
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new players will always be welcome. A full programme of league and friendly matches has been
arranged, and it is hoped to organise a Tournament
open to all members early in the New Year.
The attendance at Table Tennis on Tuesday and
Thursday evenings has been better than last year.
The Men's 1st and 2nd teams and the Ladies' team
have all got off to a good start in their league competitions, but the Men's 3rd team are finding the
going a little tough, having been promoted this year.
Entry forms for the Griffin competitions have now
been despatched to all branches and to Depot
Section Secretaries, and we hope for a good entry.
We do know that there is considerable keenness in
certain sections that have not entered before.
Judo classes are held for male members at the
John Harvard School, Union Street, Blackfriars,
every Monday and Friday evenings from 7.30 p.m.
to 9.30 p.m. We have a first-class instructor in
Mr. John Gowland of " P " Section, and anyone
interested can be sure of a chance to obtain
proficiency at this art. It is worth recording that the
display given by this section at the Fete drew a
very large crowd, who thoroughly enjoyed the show
that was put on.
For the second year in succession our tennis team
have finished runners-up to S.T.C. in the Premier
Division of the L.B.H. Summer League. We both
won the same number of matches, but S.T.C. were
declared winners, having won one more rubber than
the Griffin, 58 to 57. It was certainly bad luck to be
beaten by such a narrow margin.
LES POTTER

The four Saturday teams in the West End League
have not commenced well, from the point of view
of results. However, with many of last year's
players not available, it was expected that it would
take a little time for the teams to settle down, and
there are now promising signs of this happening.
There appears to be a very happy spirit among the
players, and it is encouraging that we have many
young players coming forward. In fact it is difficult
sometimes to give them all a game, although the
Committee have arranged matches for a 5th XI
when it has been possible. It is hoped that those
who have not been able to get a game every week
will bear with us, because it will be appreciated that
with so much new blood it takes some time to get
the teams sorted out.
One of the biggest difficulties is endeavouring to
fit all members into the positions in which they
prefer to play. Inevitably there must be a shortage
in certain positions, and the crying need at the
moment is for more goalkeepers.
N e t b a l l Players W a n t e d
As most members know, we have a ladies' netball
team competing in the L.B.H. League. Some of the
regulars are not now available and new players
would be more than welcome. They are kindly asked
to get in touch with the Secretary, Miss Wendy
Rolfe, in the Sales Office.
Badminton is held on Monday and Wednesday
evenings in the Canteen at Blackfriars. So far there
has been quite a good attendance, but here again

Two Branch teams from 1937 who played at Dulwich on October 14th. The
game was watched by H.R.H. The Duke of Gloucester and "A" Section
(Ilford) beat "C" Section (Hackney) by 5 goals to 2.

"VJ*».
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liW A

" C " Section, Hackney. Back row, I. to r., Messrs. Hills,
Powell, Taylor, Underwood, Simpson, Evans, Heaps.
Front row, Messrs. Hollis, Sherry, Dixon, Brown.

"A" Section, Ilford. Back row, I. to r., Messrs. Howe,
Joseland, Fossay, Marshman, Wallace, Carroll, Golfin.
Front row, Messrs. Croll, Saunders, Price, Powell.
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J| for T O P at
Swimming

Griffin
Gala

A very enjoyable evening of sport at the Marshall Street
Baths on Saturday, October 7th, wound up with 'T'
(Surbiton) Section winning the section championship. Their
team who put on a very solid performance is seen below.
From I. to r. Sheila Curtis, Vera Morris, G. Osborn,
Georgina Bridges, Mike Green (Captain and Senior Championship winner this year), Pete Tribe, Mick Broomfield,
Brian Dancer, G. Edwards and in front, on the left,
Lilly Lawrence.

Lady Champion
this year was
Miss C. Crisp of

'A' (Ilford)
Section who
won both the
66 yards free
style and the
33 yards
backstroke.

Below is Pat Barrance of
'A' (Ilford) Section who
won the Gent's Junior
Championship this year.
Centre, Mr. F. Welch of
the Factory who won the
Obstacle Race, and below,
right, David Senatore who
won the Boys' Free Style
Handicap (10-12 years).
The evening wound up with
a wonderful display by the
Highgate Divers. On the
right one of them is about
to go into orbit.
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J.S. People from 'H' Section danced in Battersea at the Cornet of Horse in Lavender
Hill on October 18th. They came from Balham, Stockwell, Battersea, Streatham and
Norbury branches and they

I

certainly looked as if they
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'H' for happy J. S. people,
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dancing, laughing, drinking
and enjoying life
at the Cornet
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Congratulations

turkey

Congratulations to Miss Zephyr (Susie) Thaddeus, of
Merchandising Department, and to Mr. A. Walker, who were
married at the Church of the Holy Redeemer, Streatham, on
September 9th, 1961.

D r e a m b o a t Mrs. Mansworth's little boy at
Loughton, photographed in his favourite vehicle. He
spends hours travelling boxed up in this coach, train,
boat, car (depends how he feels about things) and plans
to trade it in for a new job next Christmas.

Here are some of "P" Section (Garage) away at Bognor in Butlin's Camp there, for one of the best
annual weekends they've been on. They went down by coach on Friday, came back Sunday night, and they
all agreed it was a wonderful winter holiday. People in the picture are some of the 67 members and
W i n t e r H o l i d a y resworn who made the trip. From left to right they are: Mrs. Gibbons, Mr. J. Clay (Section Secretary),
Mrs. Luttman, Mr. W. Gillett, Mr. F. Cowell, Mrs. Gillett, Mrs. Inkersole, Mrs. Cowell,
Mr. A. Inkersole, Mrs. Clay, one of Butlin's Redcoats, Mr. D. Purden, Mrs. S. Kelly, Mr. A. Clay,
Mr. J.Kelly (Section treasurer), Mr. H. Luttman and Mr. A. Gibbins (one of theJ.S. veterans).
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Museum

Pieces

Two odd items from the past

Customers' shelves still
conceal interesting items
long overlooked. This one
is from 1928-30, a pound
tin of salmon which sold
at Is. 2id. to Is. 4^d.
A pound tin of John
West's sockeye costs
8s. 6d. today. The
Sainsbury trade mark
is a capital S imposed
on a background of
holly berries.

Muscle Man's C o c o a
The envelope (below left) and the card on the right were found behind an old counter at Teddington during refitting
operations. They are a fascinating comment on the optimism of the country during the 1914-18 war. In fact, the
German army successfully defended its frontiers until 1918 when an armistice was signed and no "brave lads" got
to Germany except as a rather browned-off army of occupation.
Mr. Sandow was one of the first of the muscle-building men to become famous. Besides cocoa, health foods carried
his name and he did a big business in physical culture books and apparatus.

TO OUR BRAVE LADS AT THE FRONT.
The first Five-hundred British or Colonial sailors or soldiers
who post one of these cards from German territory mill be entitled
to nominate their Wife, Mother, Sister or Sweetheai't as a recipient
for a handsome silver-plated porcelain cocoa set consisting- of%
large jug, sugar and cream (three pieces).
This offer does not
apply to prisoners of war, but only to victors.
PLEASE SEND COCOA SET TOt—

HAWS-

PULL ADDBESS.

NUMBER..- ... .
SHIP or
HEOIMEST

mmmgBgmmmmmuBmmmt

IMPORTANT,

SIGNATURE a *' SABI OR OR

HAKE..,-

DATE _

OFFER TO OUR BRAV'E LADS AT THE FRONT
Dear Sir or Sirs,
We heg to tend yoo mx post-cards ifaewitk Pleas* hand one tjost-card to every
• customer purchasing two 1-%. tan or one J-le. taj, aad two oost-caris to those win''
-parchane one t4o. tk of SaooWs Health and Strength Cocoa. The care is seSfexpfataatory.
SoEciting your kind oo-ooeratiim,
'
• .
Yours failMaliy,SANDOWS COCOA WO CHOCOLATE CO.. LTD.,
Hayes, Middlesex.
• N.B—If you *0 let i» knew, what other stocks of |-ie., j-ii>„ jmd i-lo, Una yon
hold, we will forwJFd the necessary additional post-cards.
'• "

Soi.' " « •

_ ..
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New branch
under
construction
a t Forest Gate

Tucked snugly in between
two banks will be a new
J.S. branch at Forest Gate.
This picture was taken
from the top of the
post office opposite.
S t a f f N e w s . Owing to the short interval between our
October and November publication dates, the few items of
Staff News have been held over for insertion in the
December number.

hung out at the river side rather than in the street,
since most of their custom came from that direction.
The owner of one of these establishments was none
other than Sir William Walworth, Mayor of Southwark, who struck down the rebel Wat Tyler, and
thus gave the dagger to the City arms. Most of
these places are lost, but perhaps some people will
remember the public house called the "Crossed
Keys" at the corner of Upper Ground and Blackfriars Road, where now stands United Africa House;
and along Bankside, just opposite a fine view of St.
Paul's Cathedral, is Cardinal Cap Alley, which
surely must have survived from those days. It was
in the time of Henry VIII that an attempt was made
by Proclamation to clean up this district, and it was
fairly successful. Nevertheless, some of the more
noisome alleys going down to the river still witnessed dark deeds, which may have been the
reason for the edict which resulted in the following
words carved on a tablet on a building on Bankside
which can still be seen . . .

Gardens and the Hope, Globe and Swan Theatres.
Beyond them rises the pile of the Palace of the
Bishop of Winchester, and beyond this again the
Church of St. Saviour. To the south are green fields
and hedgerows.
The Palace was built in the 12th century, and the
Bishop lived there in the manor, or liberty, of Clink,
and in his grounds he had his own private prison in
the corner of the pike garden. Some of the dungeons,
reserved for offenders within Clink Liberty, ran
below the high water mark of the river and were
dank and noisome. After the Palace had been
vacated by the Bishops in the middle 1500s the
prison became the property of the state, and some
of the victims of the religious persecutions of Queen
Mary and Queen Elizabeth were housed there.
Americans living in London have placed a wall
tablet at the west end of Clink Street to commemorate the founding of the Pilgrim Fathers church in
the Clink prison by John Greenwood and Henry
Barrowe who met a martyr's death because of their
refusal to obey the Act of Conformity of Worship.
Members of the church they founded helped to

Miss G. Springthorpe
of Mr. Dearlove's office writes about the chequered
career of a part of Southwark only a few minutes
walk from Stamford Street.

Transport yourself back to the days of Shakespeare,
and take a stroll along Bankside. Instead of the
crowding warehouses and small, dark alleys, there
are fields, lush and green, and three large, round
structures, rather like martello towers, open to the
sky above, with the surrounding plots scaffolded
about for the use of spectators. These are Paris
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"This ancient Way called Clarks Alley leading
from Willow Street to the River Thames being a
free Passage and landing Place was closed by
order of the Commissioners of the Clink Pavements 1796."
The theatre flourished in the days of Queen
Elizabeth I, and of the three on Bankside the
most popular was the Globe, where Shakespeare
wrote and produced many of his plays. The brewery
of Messrs. Barclay, Perkins & Co., Ltd., has
occupied this site in Park Street for many years,
and a plaque on the wall bearing the bust of
Shakespeare commemorates the fact that the Globe
stood in that place. At the time of writing the
brewery is being rebuilt, and the plaque has been
temporarily removed until it can be reinstated on
the new building.
The brewery has seen many changes since the
days in which it was first built. Southwark has held
a reputation for strong ale from very early times,
for Chaucer speaks of the "ale of Southwark" in
his time. About one hundred years after the Globe
Theatre had passed away, a small brewery stood on
this site, which was sold to a Mr. Thrale. He made
a success of his venture, and the business was
further expanded by his son, Henry Thrale,
resident in Southwark, landowner in the village of
Streatham, and a friend of Dr. Samuel Johnson.
On his death, the brewery was bought by Mr.
David Barclay, Jnr., head of the banking firm of
Barclay & Co., who put in charge of it his nephew
and a certain Mr. Perkins, who had been in Thrale's
establishment. Hence the name of the present firm.
Commerce flourished on the South side of the river.
More buildings were put up, cutting off some of the
old streets and alleys. Deadman's Place, so called
because of the many victims of the plague who were

make possible the sailing of the Mayflower to
America in 1620 and some members sailed in the
ship.
After the end of the 16th century it fell into disuse,
but it seems strange that such a small and obscure
prison should give its name as the synonym for all
prisons, and also to the "Liberty" over which the
Bishop exercised jurisdiction. Remains of Winchester Palace are still to be seen in Winchester Square,
just behind Southwark Cathedral, and you can still
walk through the dark, narrow alley called Clink
Street; if you are not careful you will bump into the
waist-high stone post at one end bearing the legend
"Clink 1812" or the posts at the other end inscribed "Wardens of St. Saviour 1827".
In the 15th century, Bankside was notorious as
a place of brothels and bear baiting, the latter being
evident by Bear Alley which today runs through
from Bankside to Park Street. The gallants of those
days used to come across the river from the City,
landing at the numerous stairs, and would spend
riotous hours in their favourite haunts - the Crosse
Keyes, the Gunne, the Castle, the Crane and the
Cardinal's Hatte - where the gaudy signs would be
11

buried there, was joined with Maiden Lane and
renamed Park Street. Southwark Street was built "its style of houses is borrowed from that in Paris in
the period of Louis XIV" - and the Hop Exchange
was erected. Wharves and warehouses appeared by
the river, although the roadway known as Bankside
was allowed to remain, and the exclusive right of
parishioners of St. Saviour's Ward to land goods
free of toll at St. Mary Overy's wharf was preserved.
I am assured that no one has availed themselves of
this privilege for many generations, although it
originated in the 14th and 15th centuries, when
steps led down from the parish to the ferry which
would take people and goods across the river to the
City of London. The steps were the property of the
people of the parish, and have continued to be so
ever since.
The parish records of St. Saviour are unique in
that they are unbroken from the 14th century. So
many parish clerks in this country did not bother
to preserve the work of their predecessors adequately, and consequently there are many large
gaps in the history of the parishes, but the clerks in
Southwark seem to have had an eye for posterity,
and the story of the parish of St. Saviour can be

traced right through the years. The L.C.C. think so
highly of this achievement that they have housed
the parish records in a safe lodging in County Hall.
Although the district was being given over more
and more to commerce, some of the houses on
Bankside were retained as dwelling places.
Cardinal's Wharf, No. 49, now bears a plaque
stating that Christopher Wren stayed in the house
when he was building St. Paul's Cathedral. On the
other side of Cardinal's Cap Alley, Nos. 50,51 and
52 have now been transformed into two houses:
one is a private dwelling, the other, called the
"Provost's Lodging", houses the Provost of Southwark Cathedral.
Southwark is full of reminders of Charles
Dickens - the King's Bench Prison in the Borough
where Mr. Micawber was imprisoned; Little
Dorrit's playground just off the Borough High
Street j Quilp Street (Daniel Quilp in The Old
Curiosity Shop); Lant Street and the White Hart
Inn (both in Pickwick Papers); Marshalsea Road,
the site of the old Marshalsea Prison; and the
Church of St. George the Martyr.
The Church of St. Saviour became Southwark
Cathedral as recently as 1905, and King Edward VII
attended the service of celebration. Long before
this time the Church of St. Saviour had presided
over parochial schools in the district, and the
Canons were responsible for the religious instruction of the children. At one school the children
noticed that the Canon who came twice a week to
put them through their catechism was very enthusiastic about it, until it was discovered that his
attentions were more for the Headmistress, who
later became "Mrs. Canon". The children looked

forward to Saints' Days - in the morning they
paraded for service in the Church, going up
Borough High Street two by two - but in the
afternoon it meant a holiday.
A lady who was born in and lived in Union Street
in the 1890s says that one of her earliest recollections was of the man with a knob on the end of a
long stick who used to knock on the bedroom
windows of the local tradesmen with the cry:
"Time to get u p ! " - forerunner of the alarm clock!
At the turn of the century the horse predominated. One was awakened in the morning by the
clatter of the horse-drawn trams passing under the
railway arch in Southwark Bridge Road. A long
ride on a tram, from the Hop Exchange to East Hill,
Wandsworth, was something to be anticipated, and
one could climb on to the top of the tram and find
a seat on the long wooden benches which were
placed back to back down the length of the tram,
so that one could choose to face either "port" or
"starboard" as one wished.
As for a ride on a horse bus - that really was an
adventure. You could make a bee-line for the front
seat on top because you could be sure of entertainment on the journey by chatting to the driver.
There he sat, usually a large, weather-beaten man
wearing a hard "Churchillian" hat. In the winter
he had multitudinous scarves wound round his
neck, a leather apron over his legs and a leather
strap round his waist attached to the ironwork of

the seat behind him. The buses that went from the
Borough to the Angel at Islington had seats for
about six each side inside, straw on the floor, the sole
illumination during the dark hours being an oil
lamp in a small glass cupboard. The bus was drawn
by two horses, but an extra horse always waited at
the foot of London Bridge to help the others over
the steep slope.
There were horse-drawn fire engines, with the
horses straining and slipping on the cobbles, the
noise of the clanging bell, the shouts of the people,
the sparks and smoke from the back of the engine,
and the firemen hanging on for dear life as the
engine swerved round the corners. Then there were
the dray horses from the brewery - massive animals
with hairy fetlocks and their manes sometimes
plaited with straw. The dray men, too, were equally
enormous, usually standing a lot over 6 feet, and
also great of girth. There is a recollection of sheltering behind one of these herculean creatures and
hearing him ask the local butcher for "Half a nice
rump steak, guv'nor" to be taken back to the
brewery, possibly washed down with a pint of the
best, at 2d. a pint!
It is said that Southwark means "south wark" or
"south fort" of the City of London. Some feel that
Southwark's only reason for being is London
Bridge. Whatever the reason, Southwark has seen a
chequered career, and will no doubt continue to do
so far into the future.

