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Mr. F. W. Salisbury, Mr. Burgin of the Canterbury 
Frozen Meat Company, Mr. W. M. Justice, 
Mr. Palmer, London salesman for C.F.M. and Mr. J. Gregory. 

Non-Stop from Canterbury 
b y W . M . J u s t i c e 

ALTHOUGH meat was freed from price control in July last year, 
it has only just become possible for private importers to make 
their own arrangements for obtaining New Zealand lamb 
by direct shipment. 

Between July and Christmas the Ministry were " releasing " 
stocks of imported meats to importers who sold these supplies 
to wholesalers and retailers. All eagerly awaited the oppor-
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tunity of once again being able to demonstrate the advantages 
of free trading. 

One is sometimes surprised at how hazy an idea people have 
of what Canterbury lamb is. The Canterbury referred to is 
not the cathedral city of Kent but that which lies right at the 
other side of the world in the South Island of New Zealand. 
Others, perhaps more numerous, merely think it indicates 
" imported " lamb. What then does it really mean ? 

New Zealand, as you may know, comprises two islands ex-



tending some 1,000 miles from north to south and having a 
maximum width of about 200 miles, the whole totalling an area 
of 104,000 square miles. Of this, two-thirds is high ground of 
from 650-3,500 ft. including the mountain peaks which range 
up to over 12,000 ft. Roughly one half of the total area is devoted 
to sheep farming. The climate varies from semi-tropical in the 
extreme north to temperate in the south. The South Island 
is divided into six provinces of which one is Canterbury, which 
flanks a broad bay on the eastern seaboard. This province is 

In the foothills of the Southern Alps 
the snow lies long. Its steady melting 
makes of it a reservoir to feed the many streams 
which help in making the Canterbury Plains 
an ideal sheep country. The Alpine barrier cuts rainfall. 
Hokiuka on the West Coast averages 
114 inches of rain each year. Christchurch, capital of 
Canterbury, averages 26 inches. 



renowned for its magnificent plains whose pastures foster the 
finest lambs produced anywhere. These are the real " Canter
bury " lambs. In this relatively small part of New Zealand are 
seven export works which prepare the local lambs for export. 
Our close friends, the Canterbury Frozen Meat Company, are 
fortunate in having three out of these seven works, these being 
situated at Belfast, Fairfield and Pareora. From these works 
come the many thousands of Canterbury lambs which from week 
to week are sold in J.S. branches. 

The snow from the high ground, to which we referred, is 
responsible for the fast-moving streams which are so invaluable 
to New Zealand's agriculture. Throughout the country, the 
average holding of sheep is about 1,000 head per farm. The 
grazier makes arrangements either for his fat lambs to be sold 
" on the farm " to the freezing works or on a " dead weight " 
basis at the slaughterhouse. In addition, he may make arrange
ments for what is known as an " open door sale " in which case 
the lambs are slaughtered, graded and then consigned for sale 
in the U.K. on his behalf. After slaughter by chain methods, 
grading and freezing, the lambs travel by a fast vessel to England, 
the journey generally taking only five or six weeks. 

Storage and Stook Control at Union Street 
On arrival in this country the carcases are rapidly unloaded 

from the ship by slings which can clearly be seen in the picture 
on page 6. Those eventually to be sold in J.S. branches are 
consigned overland from the docks in the Pool of London to 
our Union Street cold store where large bulk "stows" are main
tained comprising many thousand lambs. Each "s tow" bears the 
name of the vessel from which the lambs were discharged and 
from these stocks the daily deliveries to branches are drawn. 

The stock control whilst at Union Street is obviously extremely 
important, particularly having in mind the very large quantities 
which may be in store at any one time. When a ship is discharg
ing, the store are advised of the number of lambs consigned to 
us. As each load arrives it is checked and the full particulars 
are recorded quoting the ship and the number of lambs in each 
grade. Accurate weights are then taken of each container which is 
then transferred for stowage into the freezer where the numbers 
are again taken as the "s tow" is built up. Every container thus 
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Building a " stow " of carcases in the Union Street 
cold store. Considerable experience is needed 
to build a good " stow " which will bind together 
properly and not fall apart. 
Each " stow " is labelled with the name of the ship 
from which it came and the daily 
deliveries to branches are drawn from these stocks. 
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Our first direct shipment of Canterbury lamb carcases 
being unloaded at London Docks. 

initiates a card which is filed to record the stock quantity. When 
carcases are despatched again, each tray or truck load is checked 
out and a despatch card quoting the grade and quantity is pro
duced. At any one time the quantity still remaining in stock can 
be ascertained by deducting the total of the outward cards from 
those produced as the goods are taken in. 

As you may perhaps imagine, the building of a stack or "s tow" 
is quite a work of art, considerable skill being required to en
sure that it binds together well and thus does not tumble down 
whilst in cold storage. 

During the voyage and whilst in storage here the temperature 
in which the carcases are held is many degrees below freezing 
point—necessary to maintain their perfect condition. Lamb is 
not adversely affected by freezing as may be readily judged, 
not only by its appearance, but by the only test that counts in the 
end—on the table. 

6 



All New Zealand lamb is good but for succulence, tenderness 
and flavour, Canterbury lamb is unrivalled. It is, as luck would 
have it, in season during the early months of the year when 
supplies of English and Scotch lambs are at their lowest ebb. 
This new season's Canterbury lamb is characterised by its 
sparkling freshness and newness, features which will have been 
noticed recently by ail in the branches. The public too have 
been very quick to seize upon its obvious quality and value 
and thus justify our hopes held through all the dark years of 
control when we had to accept willy nilly whatever we were 
sent. Equally, our customers have appreciated the sundries 
which come with the lambs ; the lambs' liver and the hearts 
which have enabled that little extra touch of variety to appear 
on the tables of so many homes. 

A Few Hints About Cooking Canterbury Lamb 

T H E success of your Canterbury Lamb lies in its correct cooking. 
Our butcher will ensure that his preparation is done to the best 
of his ability—you as a cook must do the same. 

Roasting joints like leg and shoulder are well known, but for 
a change try boned and stuffed Loin of Lamb. One of the first 
conditions of satisfactory roasting is that the oven should be 
hot when you put the meat in. Light the oven at least 10 mins. 
before you wish to use it. Baste the joint frequently and allow 
20 mins. to the lb. and 20 mins. over for the cooking time. 

Middle Neck of Lamb makes an excellent stew for a very 
reasonable cost. Although stewing seems simple remember 
that the liquor must not boil too fast otherwise your stew will 
look like a bundle of rags rather than uniform pieces of meat. 

Lamb Cutlets served with vegetables in aspic can be a special 
treat. If you want to fry in deep or shallow fat remember to 
have the fat the correct temperature. It should be hot and a 
thin bluish smoke rising from it. 

Garnishes such as mint sauce, redcurrant jelly and caper 
sauce add to the enjoyment of Canterbury Lamb, and a delicious 
sauce from the Continent is cucumber sauce. This is made by 
slicing cucumber very thinly, sprinkle with sugar, cover with 
vinegar, serve as you do mint sauce. 
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Reconstruction makes 
Progress . 

H 
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at 2/4 Ealing _ Since the branch was 
bombed in 1942 Ealing has been carrying on under some difficulties. 
The branch has taken over the corner site and the opportunity has 
been taken to replan the whole area. When our photographs were 
taken in January the shop front was just going in and the staff were 
moving from place to place to work and even to eat. Below, opposite, 
is a temporary tea table in the warehouse and on the left, from 
front to back, are Mr. A. 
Sprules, Mr. P. Kerby, 
Miss L. O'Callaghan and 
Miss A. Bradford. Right, 
Mr. F. Skirth in front and, 
reading back, Miss J. 
Palmer, Mrs. N. Skinner. 
Mr. N. Martin and Mrs. 
B. Eden. The picture on 
the right shows Mr. N. 
Martin preparing meat in 
a temporarily screened 
part of the old shop. 
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The new shop as it was some weeks ago. The assistants are 
(L. to R.) Miss A. Bradford, Mrs. A. Hughes, Miss J. Bowen, 
Miss J. O'Donovan and Mr. J. Skates at the rear counter. 

A year ago the old shop looked like this. In the 
right foreground is Miss D. Hutchinson and, reading 
backwards, Mrs. F. Hollands, Mrs. Mansell and Miss G. Vincent. 
Mr. H. Hunter and Mr. O. Turner are on the far counter. 



Going up at Kentish Town 
Clearing the space for our new branch in Kentish Town. Since our 
picture was taken rapid progress has been made and steelwork is 
already complete to the third floor. The hole has disappeared and 
floors are going in. The branch will be a little way north of our 
present one in Kentish Town Road, nearer the Underground station 
and on the same side of the street, 



Lewisham 
takes shape 
In December 1953 the Lewisham 
site was just a hole in 
the ground. 

By March 1954 the steel 
work was going up and 
the beginnings of the 
new branch were taking 
shape. 

The High Street 
frontage in Octo
ber 1954. The 
scaffolding is down 
now and the gan
try gone. This 
entrance to the 
branch will have 
seven check outs. 



X 

A view of the main floor 
looking towards the High 
Street frontage. The plank 
flooring which covers the 
whole area is erected for 
the convenience of plaster
ers and electricians who 
can thus work without the 
need to move ladders 
around. On the right is a 
view of the scaffold taken 
from the floor level. 



The basement. The 
dark gutter on the 
floor is the duct 
t h r o u g h which 
pass electricity, 
refrigeration and 
water services, 
and, also, the air 
lines for push-ups. 

The dining room 
on the third floor 
now nearly com
plete. 

The Romer Avenue 
frontage which 
will have three 
check-outs. Romer 
Avenue runs at 
right angles to the 
High Street. 
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i-'i•".ts. 6, 1796, SATURDAY : Mr Custance was so kind as to Make us 
a long Morning Visit. lie looked very thin. Received for Butter 
this Morn' at Is/Id, 0.3.3. Dinner to day, Mutton Soup, Beef 
Steaks. Billy Bidwell brought our News from Norwich. On 
Monday Night last, their Majesties were insulted on their return 
from Drury Theatre. A Stone was thrown and broke one oi 
the windows of the Kings Coach, no other damage. 

l'EH. 9, THURSDAY : Widow Greaves Junr. who in the last 
Summer lost a Cow, waited on me this morning with the Peti
tion that was drawn up for her on the Occasion with the List 
of the Subscribers. She had collected near Six Pounds, had 
bought another Cow for four Pounds, so that she was a great 
Gainer by her loss. I gave her this Morning (as I happened not 
to be at home at the time) 0.5.0. Dinner to day, fryed Pork 
and Turnip Green, a Duck rosted and some Apple Fritters 
being Shrove Tuesday. 

FEis. 15, MONDAY : To one John Turner an old decayed Fisher
man with a petition, gave 0.1.0. He was the Man that brought 
me once some very indifferent Spratts. 1 had 70 Children this 
Morning at my House after Valentine Money, each Id, 0.5.10. 

/ 'raw the DIAKY OF Tin-'. RiiYi'ju.Nii JAMI.S WOODFORD)- : , 1740-1803. 

X£§£> t^^^> ^^St X^> ^ < ^ 5 > 
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Tea 

Mr. R, S.Harrison, J. S, 
Chief Grocery Buyer, 
discusses briefly the 
factors involved, 

0 
Why has the price of tea risen 

so much? 

Will prices stay up? 

How and when are they 

likely to come down ? 

A L L of us have been astounded by the continual increases in 
the price of tea during 1954, so it is important that the reasons 
for the rises should be understood. 

Basically, it is the law of supply and demand operating. The 
world demand for some considerable time has been in excess 
of supply. 

Not only the United Kingdom, the largest consumer, is taking 
more tea, but consumption in the United States, as well as India 
and Ceylon, has increased. 

There are no artificial restrictions on the growing of tea and 
production is up in all producing countries. 

However, there are some factors which have contributed to 
the upward movement in prices. 

One of these is the increase in export duty imposed by the 
Governments of India and Ceylon, i.e., l l j d . per lb. in India 
and Is. l l | d . per lb. in Ceylon. 

The increased supplies expected from India were restricted 
by adverse growing weather. 
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Teapots have taken many curious 
forms. This early Chinese one is a 
water buffalo in pewter. There is 
an infuser under the saddle and the 
tea is released by moving 
the left horn. 

Also, the flow of shipments from Northern India was held up 
at the peak period by floods and labour troubles. 

During the past year, it is fair to say that the distributors 
have done their utmost to keep down retail prices, and on many 
occasions the wholesale prices at the London auctions were 
higher than the average retail packets available to the house
wife. It has been a very difficult and profitless year for dis
tributors. On the other hand, the growers are prosperous, but 
it would be unjust to blame them for the high prices of tea 
for they do not fix selling prices. Tea is sold by auction in 
London, Calcutta and Colombo. Therefore the " l o t s " of 
tea are knocked down to the highest bidder. 

We now come to the inevitable question " how long will 
these high prices last ? " To bring relief what is needed is, 
of course, a bumper harvest, but there is unlikely to be any 
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relief before July, which is the time when an estimate can be 
made of the new crop prospects in India. India, by the way, 
accounts for about half of the world's supplies. 

The Indonesian production is well below pre-war figures and 
any possible supplies from China will be too small to influence 
the position. So we shall have to wait another six months. The 
only consolation we have is that tea is still the cheapest drink 
in the world. Even at today's prices it will only cost you Jd. 
per cup in the home. « , , T „ „ ^ 
r r 17th January, 1955. 
POSTSCRIPT 

Recently, a lot of nonsense has been talked about Tea and it is impossible 
to forecast what the trend will be. 

At the moment, a further advance in the retail price of about 8d. to 1/-
per lb. has been postponed. 

The market is down, but mainly for poor quality, end of season Teas. 
Sir John Kotelawala, the Prime Minister of Ceylon, was wrong. The 

BUYER pays the export duty of 1/11 Jd. per lb. 
22nd February, 1955. 

The manufacture of Tea - A short 
pictorial survey of the process 

Tea bushes grow
ing under the 
shade of tall trees. 
The original tea 
bush is a jungle 
plant. The Chinese 
were the first cul
tivators and to-day 
the bush exists in 
varieties which 
will grow under 
very varied cli
matic conditions. 



Planting seed in a prepared 
nursery bed. The young 
plants are given great care 
in the early stages. Weakly 
plants are discarded and 
the healthy ones planted out 
when they are from six to 
eighteen months old, de
pending on climate. 

~ • • - , • 

In planting out, the small 
bush is lifted in a cylindrical 
tool which has a sharp base 
and cuts down easily around 
the roots—a sort of portable 
flower-pot. Bushes average 
3,000 to the acre when 
planted out. 

A Ceylon tea plucker at work. 



The part of the tea bush 
which is plucked is called 
the " flush ". It consists of 
the two leaves and a bud 
from the side branches and 
stems of the bush. These 
young leaves flush and are 
plucked about once a week 
in plantations on the plains 
and as the altitude increases 
the interval does so too. 
The plucking is a skilled and 
delicate operation best car
ried out by women. 

Below : The plucked leaf being weighed at the end of the day's work. 
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When the tea is brought 
in from the garden to 
the factory it is sorted 
to remove the stalk, 
then "withered". In this 
process the plucked 
leaves are laid out on 
trays for twelve to twen
ty-four hours (depend
ing on temperature and 
humidity) until they are 
limp and suitable for 
rolling. The second pic
ture shows a rolling 
machine. Its job is to 
break up the leaf cells 
so that fermentation can 
begin. Rolling gives the 
leaf the "twist" which 
you can see if you ex
amine manufactured tea 
closely. Fermentation 
takes place on special 
tables, takes from two to 
three hours and is stop
ped by passing the tea 
through a drying ma
chine like the one in our 
third picture. 



In one sense the whole process 
of tea manufacture is one of 
selection and grading from the 
choice of the first seed right 
up to the packing operation. 
Here sorters are separating 
made tea into commercial 
grades at a vibrating table. 

This dramatic picture shows 
workers in a Ceylon factory 
"bulking" several days' make 
of tea to ensure uniform 
quality before packing into the 
familiar plywood tea chests. 

The tea, after it is packed in 
aluminium - lined cases and 
stamped with the name of the 
estate, the grade, poundage 
and any other necessary identi
fying marks, is sent on its 
journey to the ports. Here a 
barge is unloading a cargo of 
chests at Colombo. 

Vbotograpbt by courtesy o/lbt TEA BUREAU 
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On the floor at ' O ' Section dance on January 28th. 

offi ICC DANCE 
' O ' Section held this season's dance at the Liverpool Victoria 
Halls in Holborn. It was 
a very enjoyable occasion ° n *«> r i 9 n t M r - Dudman, Chair 

for the 230 members and m a n °[ '?.' S e c t i o n ' d
T

a " c i n g ™ith 

, , , one of his guests. Left : Mrs. 
guests who attended and B i r d a n d h e r h u s b a n d . 
danced the evening 
through to Austin 
Malcolm's Band. 



Around the table above are, from L. to R : Mrs. J. Woods, 
Mr. H. Younger, Mrs. Younger, Mrs. Farrell, Mrs. J. Gregory, Mr. E.' 
Farrell, Mr, G. W. Smith, Mrs. Smith, Mr. W. M. Justice, Mrs. Justice 
and in the foreground Mr. R. Lee, In the left foreground Miss 
Dudman and her fiance. 

In the picture on the le't are 
Mr. and Mrs. R. Gold, 
Mr. Wafkins, Mr. Bister, 
Miss Binks and Miss Brace. 

OPPOSITE 
From R. to L.: Mr. R. Ellis, 
Mrs. and Mr. R. Ponter, 
Mrs. Ellis and three guests. 
In the foreground, left, is 
Mr. Alan Kettley who is to 
be Secretary of the S.S.A. 
from the end of February. 



Mr. Frank Harrison and his fiancee dancing the Mambo. 
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ABOVE 
In the centre, Mr. D. 
Hill and Mr. R. Shep
herd with their guests 

RIGHT 
Left, Mr. A. Purchase 
and right Mr. J. Pope 
with their guests. 

HC_i m -S T 1 
\ it 

i Wgs —\ 

* 
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LEFT 
From R. to L. Mrs. 
Boast, Miss Lever, 
Mrs. A. Smith, Miss 
Murton and a 
guest. 



Machines 

That 

Think 

b y B . T. R A M M , J.S. Statistician 

who discusses in this article some of the 

powers and limitations of electronic " brains " 

ARITHMETIC is one of the few human activities that do not 
appear to have a counterpart in the animal kingdom and perhaps 
that is why it is one to which very few of us take kindly at first 
introduction. Eventually we school ourselves to perform some 
simple calculations, either at a desk or behind the counter, with 
a very creditable degree of speed and accuracy, but anything 
more complicated requires a large expenditure of time and mental 
energy. Modern engineering, scientific research and even the 
day to day management of businesses, demand an ever-increasing 
amount of calculation, and future progress may be said to depend 
almost entirely on the speed with which this can be done. 

a 
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Mechanical aids to calculation have been in existence for 
centuries, but even the modern electrically driven desk calcu
lating machine is comparatively slow—not much more than 
three or four times as fast as pencil and paper. In all these devices 
numbers are represented by the position of pieces of matter— 
beads on a wire in the case of the ancient abacus, or levers and 
toothed wheels in a modern machine—all of which take time to 
move. (There is an interesting sidelight on the abacus — in 
1946 an American army unit arranged a contest between a 
Japanese with an abacus and an American clerk using a modern 
desk machine : the abacus won easily.) Furthermore, the oper
ator has to initiate and control each operation. 

The Failure of Babbage 
One hundred years ago Charles Babbage designed a calculat

ing machine that, instead of waiting for the intervention of 
a human operator before moving, could carry out a whole se
quence of operations, and in addition had the almost intelligent 
power of being able to look at the answer it was getting and 
decide what to do next according to the results of the first 
part of the calculations. It was intended to feed the pattern of the 
sequence of calculations into the machine by the same sort of 
perforated card as was used to set up the pattern in the Jacquard 
loom (a device for weaving automatically fabrics with a compli
cated pattern). This machine was never built ; its complexity 
was far beyond the engineering resources of the day. In any 
case it wras still a mechanical machine and would have been 
very slow, although it would (provided nothing broke down) 
have gone on grinding away without attention until it produced 
the answer. There things remained until the 1940's. 

Electronics Take Over 
The wartime development of radar produced great advances 

in electronic techniques, particularly those used in dealing 
with trains of pulses—tiny flashes of electricity lasting for about 
a millionth of a second and following each other in succession 
at intervals of about ten millionths of a second. It was not long 
before these developments were applied to the design of calcu-
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lating machines, and it was found that a number could be repre
sented by the position in time of these little " pips " of elec
tricity (as it is, much more slowly, when you dial a number on 
the telephone) instead of by gear wheels and levers. Notice 
that we are now dealing in millionths of seconds and moving 
something about that has no weight—electricity. The way was 
free for Babbage's dream to come true and the electronic 
" brain " was designed. 

Consider what you do (and require in doing it) when you sit 
down with pencil and paper to do arithmetic. You must have 
(i) written down in front of you the numbers you start with, 
(ii) inside your head the knowledge of simple arithmetical pro
cesses (e.g. two and two make four), (iii) a limited memory 
for small numbers for brief periods, (iv) pencil and paper to 
write out the numbers forming the intermediate steps in the 
chain which are too large to memorise or not wanted until a 
later stage in the work, and (v) a knowledge of the sequence 
of operations. This may either be stored in your head, having 
been put there in your schooldays or, if the work is new to 
you, consist of written instructions provided by somebody 
else. 

The electronic brain's requirements are exactly the same. It 
must be fed with data in a form it can read, usually as a pattern 
of holes in a paper tape or piece of cardboard or else as spots of 
magnetism on a metal tape. It must have built into it the ability 
to carry out simple arithmetical operations and it must have a 
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convenient method of storing a few numbers whilst it is working 
with them. An apparatus with these attributes, and nothing 
more, can be designed to repeat one calculation whenever it 
is required. Such a machine is the EMP multiplier used at Head 
Office for valuing stock books, which, whenever it is fed with 
two numbers, will almost instantaneously give the result of 
multiplying them together. 

Magnetic Memory 
This is, however, a far cry from the long chain of arithmetic 

done by our human computer and we must add his other two 
requirements, pencil and paper and either his memorised 
knowledge of the procedure or his written instructions. The 
equivalent of pencil and paper is added in the form of a method 
of storing large quantities of numbers (or " memory " ) . Usually 
this is done either by a mechanism that forces the numbers, 
in the form of a string of pulses, to run round and round a 
closed loop, like an Inner Circle train, until they are wanted and 
let out, or else preserves them as patterns of magnetic spots on 
a metal drum. 

The Power of Choice 
The linking together of the different processes in the chain 

is done by a control mechanism which follows a set of instruc
tions (called a programme) fed into the memory before the work 
starts. It is here the great power of the machine lies, because 
each step in the work does not have to be given separately in 
its right place. The machine can jump to a later instruction in 
the programme or go back to an earlier one according to the 
answer it is getting. It can thus repeat some sets of instructions 
over and over again and exercise a certain amount of judgment 
(provided the way in which it is to make its choice is carefully 
explained to it at the outset) in the way it obeys them. In this 
way long and complicated calculations can be carried out, pro
vided the machine is given a very carefully designed set of in
structions in the first place. Although the machine is an in
credibly good arithmetician, it has no imagination at all and 
follows out its orders literally and exercises its power of choice 
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exactly as the programmer specified. If the latter has made a 
slight mistake it will carry on happily, churning out nonsense 
as fast as it can print it until someone presses the stop button. 

A full-scale machine designed in this way probably costs some 
£100,000, contains several thousand valves and will do work 
which a clerk would take a whole day to complete in a second or 
two. Such a terrific increase in speed means that calculations 
previously considered impossible now become practicable 
and the whole approach of an engineer or scientist to his work 
is changed ; it should eventually become possible to replace 
full-scale experiments, like those recently made on the Comet 
aircraft, by calculation. It is this type of work that the machines 
were built to do and it is the work they like best. 

Scientists and engineers however, do not have a monopoly of 
calculation and an enormous amount is done by clerks in offices 
all over the country. In our business, for example, up to 200,000 
different sets of stock and sales figures come into the Sales Office 
every week, all of which have to be turned into orders by quite a 
complicated mathematical formula. The arithmetic involved 
could be done by an electronic computer in an hour or so, but a 
difficulty arises in getting the machine to read the sales sheets ; 
the preparation and feeding in of the figures would take much 
longer than the arithmetic. The difficulties are not insur
mountable and a few business houses in America and here have 
installed machines to carry out office work. These have tended 
to be large-scale machines, similar to those produced for scienti
fic work and capable eventually of carrying out the whole office 
routine consolidated into one series of operations. Smaller 
machines are now being designed to work in conjunction with 
existing punched card accounting methods. These are slower 
with a smaller memory capacity and would represent an improve
ment on present methods rather than a complete revolution 
in the office. 

The Pools Are Beyond It 

A side-line of these machines is the playing of simple games of 
skill—they are unbeatable at noughts and crosses ! This is 
a game where the number of possible moves and replies is 
limited and the machine can rapidly examine them all and see 
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what would happen. Chess on the other hand is a different 
proposition. Here the number of possible moves and replies is 
enormous. The human player rapidly scans the board and dis
cards almost all, knowing from his past experience that they 
would be useless ; the remaining few are then partly worked 
out to enable him to make the best choice. The machine can
not do this ; it must painstakingly work out the consequences 
of every move, all the alternative replies, the replies to the replies 
and so on, before it can come to a decision. Even at electronic 
speeds this would take an impossibly long time. Football pools, 
too, are beyond it. Here the number of relevant factors which 
would have to be taken into account to turn forecasting from 
chance to certainty is impossibly greater ; even if they were all 
known it would take too long to collect the information and 
feed it into the machine. 

Another Limitation 
In some ways the electronic computer works like our own 

brain. The basic arithmetical operations are identical with the 
fundamental ones of logical thought ; it has a memory and 
appears to exercise judgment. It can, however, only do what 
the programmer has instructed it to do. It has not got the im
portant property of being able to learn a lesson from experi
ence and apply it, not just in an identical situation, but in one 
that merely resembles the original one in some essential respect. 
The term " electronic brain " is really a misnomer. 

»- L* 
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Rebuilding in 
Putney High Street 

In Putney High 
Street J.S. will 
make their first 
appearance by a 
complete conver
sion of the Coppen 
Bros, shop which 
was established in 
1888. 

Reconstruction has 
entailed closing 
the shop for a 
short period and 
work is proceed
ing apace. 



'E f t - - : : - : • : • ( : : ; : • 

How the shop in Putney High Street looked before 
the Works Department started on it. 

Excavating space for the chute into the basement 
which will serve as warehouse for groceries, 
bacon, and cheese. 



A view of the shop early in February taken from 
roughly the same position as the picture opposite. 

The main shop 
looking towards 
the street. Level
ling up the ceiling 
by the construc
tion of a false 
ceiling. 



TV 
with meals 

TELEVISION has brought new ways with it and 
mealtimes are being changed to fit in with 
favourite programmes. Here are some notions 

for savoury snacks that are easy to make and easy to handle 
round the set. Get a packet of puff pastry and prepare the 
puff pastry cases beforehand. Short crust pastry is also suitable 
for the purpose. 

F I L L I N G S 

Crayfish (tinned). Empty fish into a basin, break up with a 
fork, add mayonnaise and season to taste. Pile into pastry cases 
and garnish with mustard and cress. 
Scrambled E g g s and Chutney. Mix together thoroughly, 
season with salt and pepper to taste. Pile into the cases and gar
nish with watercress. 
Cream Cheese and Celery. Mix cream cheese with finely 
chopped celery, pile into pastry cases. 
Mushrooms and Tomatoes. Fry or grill your mushrooms, 
chop them finely and mix with sliced tomato. Season with salt 
and pepper and bind with mayonnaise and fill up the pastry 
cases. 
Tongue and Pickle. Mix chopped tongue together with sweet 
pickle and watercress. 
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First cut your bread into quarter-inch thick slices and shape 
it with a pastry cutter into fancy shapes which will add a touch 
of variety to the plate. 

Salami and Cucumber. Spread the bread with butter and 
arrange layers of cucumber on it. Top with a thin slice of salami 
cut to match the shape. 

Cream Cheese and Tomato. Spread the bread with cream 
cheese and arrange slices of tomato on top. For those who like 
a faint flavour of onion, finely chopped chives mixed with the 
cream cheese are very tasty. 

Shrimp Mayonnaise. Mix chopped shrimps or prawns with 
mayonnaise, season and spread on buttered bread. 

Chopped H a m and Gherkins. Fit slices of chopped ham to 
your bread and decorate with sliced gherkin. 

Danish Blue Cheese Sandwich Spread. Mix two tablespoon-
fuls of Danish Blue cheese together with a tablespoonful of 
finely chopped celery and a little chopped onion and blend to
gether with a little cream or milk. Spread on slices of brown 
or white bread. 

Dressed Crab (tinned). Toast a slice of bread, spread with 
Crelos and top with dressed crab garnished with watercress. 

Brislings on Toast. Cut fingers of buttered toast and place a 
fish on each finger. 

Liver Sausage and Beetroot. Spread liver sausage on bread 
and garnish with slices of beetroot. Breakfast sausage or 
Savoree is also delicious served this way. 
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danced at 

Blackfriars on 

December 18th 

LEFT 
Mr. James Sainsbury 
buys a raffle ticket 
from Miss E. Williams 

BELOW 
L. to R.: Mrs. Mott, Mrs. W. Bennett, Mr. G. Mott, Mrs. F. Bennett, 
Mr. Turner, Mrs. Hunt, Mr. L. Lambert, Mr. F. Hunt, 'Q' Section 
Secretary, Mr. Hunt Jnr., Mrs. Wiggs, Mr. D. Bennett, Mr. D. Wiggs 
and Mr. W. Bennett. 
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RIGHT 
L. to R.: Mr. S. 
Brightwell, Mr. E. 
Farrell, Mrs. and Mr. 
C. Wood and Mr. L. 
Howard. 

C A T ^ held their New Year Dance 
i- V at Blackfriars on January ist 



. . . more of orN' 
on 

New Year's Day 

LEFT 
L. to R.: Mr. J. O'Brien, Mr. 
W. Gillett, and Mr. and Mrs. 
K. Curtis. 

BELOW 
J.S. Veteran Mr. C. Ransom who has forty 
years' service with the firm photo
graphed with some of his family. L. to 
R.: Mrs. Marriage, Mr. C. Ransom Snr., 
Mr. C. Ransom Jnr. of the Poultry Depart
ment, Mrs. H. Castle, Mrs. J. Castle, and 
Mr. A. Ransom, who was at one time in 
J.S. Engineers' Dept.' 

.- If 
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'Q' Section Arrange an Outing 
y FOR the past three years the 

Factory have had a Christmas 
tree on the First Floor. This 
has been decorated by the 
staff and loaded with presents. 
The tree is then taken, com
plete, to Miss Sharman's Homes 
at Sydenham, where there are 
some 40 orphaned children. 

This year when the tree was 
delivered to the Homes just 
before Christmas by some mem
bers of ' Q ' Section's Com
mittee, they were shown over 
the Homes and were so im
pressed by what was being 
done for the poor children's 
happiness that they came back 

wondering if they could in some way help a little more. 
The Factory staff were approached and a collection was made 

and, as a result, on 12th January, 1955, all the children from 
the Homes were taken by motor-coach to Streatham Hill 
Theatre to see " Humpty Dumpty". Whilst at the theatre 
arrangements were made for all the children to receive ices, 
sweets and lemonade. 

Those who helped towards the cost of the outing will no 
doubt be pleased to read the following extract from a letter 
which has been received from the Supt. of Miss Sharman's 
Homes. 

" Quite honestly I do not know how to express my thanks 
to you all for the wonderful evening you treated the children 
and the Staff to on Wednesday. I think those of you who were 
able to be with us, realised what real pleasure you gave, and the 
children so loved every moment of it, and it has been the topic 
of conversation since. One girl of 13, only recently admitted 
to the Homes, had never been to a Pantomime before and she 
was thrilled." 
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We are pleased to record the following promotions : -

TO MANAGER 

A. Squires of Colchester 

TO HEAD BUTCHER 

V. W . (J. Pratt of Purlev 

to )Ivthe 

to 68 Croydon 

The folloyring transfers will be of interest to many members of the staff :-• 

MANAGERS 

O. D . Keen 
W. Turrell 
K. T. Hill 
D . Knight 

ASSISTANT MANAGERS 

R. J . McDougall 
R. J. Garre t t 
C. Humphreys 

from Hythe 
from 10 Kastbourne 
from Bexhill 
from Marvlebone 

from T h e G r o v e 
from 176 Streatham 

to 10 Bastbournc 
to Bexhill 
to Marylebone 
to 97 Kingston 

to Marylebonc 
to Gloucester Road 

from Gloucester Road to 176 Streatham 

M A R R I A G E S (BETWEEN MEMBERS OF J .S . STAFF) 

Our very best wishes for their future happiness to the following staff on the occasion 
of their marriage :— 

Miss R. Well ing and Mr. R. Svmes of the Factory on 1st January, 1955. 

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S T o the following on the completion of twenty-
five years' service with the Firm. 

Miss H. N . Hodges (Leading Saleswoman) of 176 Streatham. 
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R E T I R E M E N T S 

I n saying good-bye to the following colleagues we wish them health and 
happiness in their well-earned retirement ;— 

MR. F. ('.. REFA'ES. Engaged in 1911, he went on National Service in 
1916. fie returned to the Firm as a Roundsman. In 1941 he was appointed 
an Assistant Manager and managed Bournemouth in 1941 whilst the Manager 
was in the Forces. Upon the latter's return he became an Outside Repre
sentative in Bournemouth, a position he held when he retired in October, 
1954. 

MR. F. BOLT. lingaged in 1914 as a learner in Croydon, He went on 
National Service in 1915. Upon his return he worked at 87 Balham, Stoclc-
well, 168 Strcatham, Sydenham, Norbury. He went to 176 Streatham in 
1947 and retired as a Leading Salesman in November, 1954. 

MR. A. M. LITTLi;. Engaged as a Driver at Blackfriars. He retired in 
December, 1954, after 33 years' service. 

MRS. M. PAVKL1NG. Engaged as a Saleswoman at Crouch End in 1944, 
on a part-time basis. She retired in December, 1954. 

MRS. D. M. TAYLOR. Retired in December, 1954, after ten years as a 
Seamstress in the Staff Catering Department. 

O B I T U A R Y 

We would like to extend our deepest sympathy to the relatives of these 
colleagues whose deaths are recorded below:— 

Mr. F. A. Maynard, who died on November 1st, 1954. He joined the linn 
in 1919, became the Manager of Catford Hill in 1920. He moved to 21 
Epsom which he managed till his retirement in 1947. 

Mr. H. S. Green, who died on October 3rd, 1954. He was engaged in 1908 
at Bournemouth, and became Manager of 1 lampstead in 1920. He also 
managed High Barnet and Bexhill, from which branch he retired in 1946. 

Mr. G. Bennett who had been ill since October and died on the 27th 
December, 1954. He joined us as a Porter at Victoria in 1951 and at the time 
of his death was a Poulterer at Chelsea. 

Mr. A. McCarthy, who died on November 30th, 1954. He was engaged as a 
Learner at 159 Kentish Town in 1892 and served at the Walthamstows and 
Wood Green, from which he retired in 1946. 

Mr. F. Toghill-Obourne, who died on December 8th, 1954, He joined us in 
1911 as a Poulterer at 87 Balham. He went to Forest Hill and retired from 
there as a Butcher in 1946. 

Mrs. E. Colman, died on 10th December, 1954. She had been employed in 
rhe house at 12/16 Kingsland for ten years when she retired in 1952. 
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N E W S OF J.S. STAFF ON NATIONAL SERVICE 

The following are extracts from some of the letters we have received from our men rat 
National Service during the last few weeks :— 

A. ARMSTRONG, Apex Corner. Nairobi (Army). His battalion has re
cently returned from upcountry and he has now resumed at the Supply Depot. 

A. BACON, 21 Worthing. Germany (R.A.F.). Stationed near Munster 
and appears to have plenty of sporting facilities available. Much prefers his 
present camp to Wildenrath from which he has just been transferred. 
P. BEER, Folkestone. Shorncliffe (Army). Has unfortunately had to spend a 
period in the Military Hospital owing to illness, but we are glad to say that 
he is now well on the way to recovery. He hoped to be home some time in 
January on sick leave. 

N. BEST, Westbourne. Edinburgh (Army). A L/Cpl. in the A.C.C.—he has 
just completed a tradesman's course at Glencorse and has averaged 72% 
in his examinations. He is attached to the Royal Military Police so pre
sumably must make sure that his cooking is first class. 
C. BODMAN, 122 Croydon. Rugby (R.A.F.). Has no grumbles about the 
R.A.F. and seems to have an interesting job as a Provisioning Clerk. Has 
been at the same camp for some time now but expects to be moved in the 
very near future. 

M. BROWN, 6 Norwich. Sudan (Army). Stationed at Khartoum. He had an 
interesting journey by sea and plane. There were, however, times during the 
voyage when he was unable, for certain reasons, to take an active interest 
in what was going on. 
W. CHENERY, 101 Golders. Germany (Army). Stationed at Sennelagor. 
He appears to be getting along very well although he finds the weather 
extremely cold. 

B. M. DANIELS, BerkJjamsted. Aldershot (Army). Has recently been home 
on embarkation leave and expects to go to N.W. Africa in the very near 
future. Is a member of the A.C.C. 

D. GLAZEBROOK, Northampton. Stanmore (R.A.F.). Has now changed 
his job and is employed looking after a small canteen. Was formerly working 
as a Telephone Operator. 

K. L. INGLE, Drury Lane. Middle East (Army). Is in the R.A.M.C. 
stationed at T.E.K. Seems to be getting along quite well but expects to be 
moving out with the garrison shortly. 
R. P. PEEK, 62 The Wells. Middle East (Army), is stationed in Egypt and 
now that the treaty has been ratified he finds it very interesting to be able to 
visit various Egyptian towns. Was recently included in a one-day trip to 
Cairo. 
V. R. PERREN. Bognor. Germany (Army). Had a very good Christmas in 
Germany and expects to be home on leave towards the end of January. 
Occasionally is able to visit Berlin including the Russian Sector. 
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J. S P E N G l i , 52 llol/oii'ay. Bcxhill (R.A.F.) . Has now just commenced his 
second year in uniform and is a t tending lectures in order to take a trade test 
tor S.A.C. Was recently sent to Germany for a month and enjoyed the 
experience. 

A. T I D D , 68 Crnyihn. T idwor th (Army). In the A.C.C. attached to a .Military 
Hospital and finds his billet rather cold. I lowever , much prefers this to a 
recent period on Salisbury Plain under canvas. 

R. W H E l . D O N , Con'Htry, Leicestershire (Army) . Is being trained as a 
High Speed Morse and Wireless Opera tor . Was recently transferred from 
Oatterick ("amp when he completed his initial training. 

P. R A W S T R O N K , Worthing. Salisbury (Army). Is s tat ioned at t ' igsbury 
Barracks and has n o w changed his job from Driver of a Staff Oar to dealing 
with the issue of kit in the Quar termaster ' s Store. 

R. C O O P E R , Siirbiton. Shorncline (Army). Is in the signal platoon of the 
East Surrey's and so far, quite enjoys army life. Kxpects to g o to Germany 
in a few months time and is looking forward to the experience. 

R. E V A N S , Pinner. Germany (R.A.F.) . Stationed near the Dutch coast . 
Has first hand information on the experiences of the inhabitants due t o 
flooding. He tells us that at one part there is a 20 square mile area of water. 

J. H. T O L M 1 E , Southbournt. Germany (Army). l i a s been sleeping out on a 
convoy as he is a driver. 1 Expects to be home on leave soon. 

A N O T E A B O U T JUBILEES (J.S. Journal, January, 19SS) 

Our attention has been drawn to the fact that 176 Streatham 
Hill opened in 1921. The original shop, however, was at 101 
Streatham Hill and was opened in 1895. This was destroyed in 
a Zeppelin raid in the 1914-18 war and the site is occupied now 
by the Midland Bank. 

K.J.L., Hopton St., S.E.I 
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A CHANGE OF 
S E C R E T A R I E S 

Almost everyone in J.S. 
knows Stan Taylor. As secre
tary of the S.S.A. he has been 
the instigator, organiser and 
moving spirit in so much of 
the firm's social and sporting 
life from Derby to Bourne
mouth that he must, at one time 
or another, have come into 
contact with us all. He came 

to J.S. on St. Valentine's day in 1938 as secretary of the 
Griffin Athletic Club. Stan was from 1939 to 1944 a War 
Reserve policeman in Dulwich and was able to keep a 
watchful eye turned on the upkeep of the club grounds. 
Then followed a spell in the Army in the Far East, and, 
early in 1947, he returned to resume his job at the Griffin. 
In July, 1951, Stan took over the secretaryship of the 
S.S.A. as well as the Griffin Club. In this post we know 
that he enjoyed making sure that others got enjoyment 
and benefit out of their S.S.A. activities. The many 
letters he has recieved from members in appreciation of his 
work have made this very clear and he would like through 
the Journal to say thank you to all who have written 
to him. It is with real regret that we are saying goodbye 
to Stan in this post for reasons of health. He will take over 
a position in the General Office in early March. 

A l a n K e t t l e y will be the new secretary of the S.S.A. He has been 
with the firm since 1933. During the war he served with the Welch 
Regt. and then became a glider-pilot. He was in the Normandy 
landings, was taken pri
soner after Arnhem, escaped 
and spent the next few 
months helping others 
escape. He returned to J.S. 
in 1946 and at the time of 
going to press is handing 
over his post in charge 
of Credit Control to Mr.. 
R. Ellis. 

Stan Taylor 


