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The corner of Blackfriars Road and Stamford Street. 
The building to the right of the 
Midland Bank will be occupied by the General Office. 
It is connected at the rear with 
the building which appears to the left of the Bank 
and which will be occupied by the Laboratory. 

J.S. Take Over Tress House 
New Blackfriars Premises to Help Overcome 
Our Space Problems 

W I T H the growth of the firm during the last few years the 
Depot at Blackfriars has become chronically short of space. 
Plans for expansion have brought us hard up against the 
limitations of our present premises and we have been forced, 
willy-nilly, to become expert in the economical use of space. 
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Another view of the new Laboratory building. 
These pictures were taken on a Sunday morning, 
hence the quiet, empty streets reminiscent of 
earlier days when Cooper Tress used to ride 
on horseback every morning from his house at Clapham 
to his business at Tress Place. 

The continuing increase in the volume of goods passing through 
the Depot would have raised this problem for us but there are 
several other factors which aggravate it. A particular example 
is the increase in the number of grocery lines handled to-day as 
compared with the pre-war quantity. These lines generally 
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A new building to be erected 
on the vacant site covered by 

the advertisement hoarding 
will form the entrance 

to the new Personnel Department. 

bulk large in volume as compared with weight, and we have 
to find room for them. 

The operation of the Depot on the basis of a five-day week 
means that we must handle in five days what was previously 
handled in five-and-a-half and all deliveries must be made to 
branches in advance of closing time. 

Additional space would have been of no use if it was widely 
separated from Blackfriars. We have, however, been able to 
take over the premises formerly occupied by Messrs. Tress & 
Co., the main entrance to which is in Stamford Street, almost 
opposite Stamford House. These premises consist really of 
several buildings. Apart from the main entrance in Stamford 
Street there are two separate entrances in Blackfriars Road and 
one in the passage which borders the garden of Christchurch. 
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These new premises will, when the necessary alterations are 
completed, house all the accounting sections of the General 
Office, the Laboratory, the Personnel Department and an 
expanded Training Centre. 

Some relief will be provided for the Warehouse by the removal 
of parts of the General Office and the present Training Centre, 
and in addition, arrangements are in hand for the rebuilding 
of Wakefield House. This is the building behind 13/15 Black-
friars which formerly housed the Factory. This will be a very 
large building job but when it is eventually completed it will 
be occupied by several of the Warehouse departments now in 
Stamford House and will have its own bank with six loading 
docks. 

The firm of Tress & Co. 
The firm of Tress & Co.* was founded by Cooper Tress in 

1846 in Tress Place. He was a vigorous business man who 
built up his firm until it became one of the best-known hat 
manufacturing houses in the trade. He travelled widely and 
built up his export trade so energetically that he established a 
world-wide reputation for Tress & Co. which the firm kept 
until it closed down in 1954. 

The first hats made by Tress were the old-fashioned toppers ; 
the kind of hat you see in the Johnnie Walker advertisements. 
And for about the first fifty years of the firm's career their hats 
were made on the premises from the raw material (rabbits' fur) 
to the finished product. The process was a dangerous one 
because of the process of baking in methylated spirit which was 
required and about the turn of the century Tress & Co. gave 
up making their own hoods. These hoods, a familiar sight in 
any hatter's workshop, are made by throwing handfuls of 
rabbit fur on to a revolving cone. Long experience is needed 
to get the fur evenly distributed and great deftness is required 
in the felting, for the hood of fur must be lifted off the cone 
and it is as fragile as an old-fashioned gas mantle at this stage. 
The hood is laid out on a board and is rolled and kneaded by 
hand until it becomes felt. The hoods are blocked into shape 
by the hat makers and appear in the shops in the form of 

* J.S. Journal are indebted to Mr. ]>. If. Hailey, formerly Works Manager of Tress & Co., 
for his help in putting together this short history of our neighbours. 
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A view of Wakefield House which is behind the shop at 13/15 
Blackfriars. The Factory occupied Wakefield House until 1935 and 
the building will now be reconstructed to form a modern Warehouse 
with six loading docks. 

BELOW. Part of the interior of Wakefield House now occupied by 
builders' material. 



Part of the former Tress premises overlooking the garden 
of Christchurch. This part of the building 
will house the new Training Centre. 

bowlers, " trilbys," or the great variety of women's hats which 
change shape each season. 

The original rather furry toppers evolved into the sleek and 
glossy top hats worn by the middle and upper classes of the 
eighties and nineties. But the bowler slowly ousted the topper 
and then the boater ousted the bowler. By the 1920's the felt 
hat and the cloth cap made up the bulk of production and 

6 



eventually Tress Place was wholly devoted to tweed cap manu
facture. 

As the business thrived and expanded Cooper Tress extended 
his property at Blackfriars. In 1873 he built Tress House and 
the date and his initials are impressed in the cement at the east 
end of the building. The building was highly thought of in 
those days as an architectural facade of great dignity and interest. 
The two-storied houses which had stood empty for many 
years on the site had, perhaps because of neglect and disrepair, 
the name of The Haunted Houses but no specific account of 
haunting has come down to us. Further back, in Queen Anne's 
time, there was an orchard on the site and a fish market hard by 

The corner of Blackfriars Road and Stamford Street as seen by an artist 
who made this drawing for Tress & Co. about half-a-century ago. 

which lasted until the bank premises were built. The site is an 
odd one and extends a little further eastwards under the pave
ment than the party wall. The bank premises originally belonged 
to the City Bank who outbid Cooper Tress for the site and 
when they came to build he forbade them to continue the 
coping stone over his property. To this day, as can be seen in 
the photograph on page 1? the coping stone stops short some 
six or eight feet from the end of the wall. 
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Views of the new General Office floors in the course of reconstruction 
are shown above on this and on the facing page. 

BELOW, OPPOSITE. 
Part of the premises for the new Personnel Department which are 
temporarily used to house the Engineers' Stores. 

Cooper Tress, when he died in 1903, left the business in the 
hands of Herbert and Sidney Tress, two of his four sons, and 
under their direction the firm continued to prosper. Herbert 
Tress died in 1926 and left only one son, Gerald Courtney 
Tress, whose health was poor and who lived abroad, dying in 
Sweden in 1954. Sidney Tress had died in 1953 and it was 
decided to wind up the firm. Christy & Co., a long-established 
firm of hat manufacturers, took over the Tress business and have 
given employment to almost the whole of the Tress staff. 

The J.S. developments at Tress House will be reported on 
as progress in building begins to give some idea of the new 
shape of things there. 
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From the 14th of August to the 29th, incessant rain, so that I 
could not stir, and was now very careful not to be much wet. 
In this confinement, I began to be straitened for food ; but 
venturing out twice, I one day killed a goat, and the last day, 
which was the 26th, found a very large tortoise, which was a 
treat to me, and my food was regulated thus : I eat a bunch of 
raisins for my breakfast, a piece of the goat's flesh, or of the 
turtle, for my dinner, broiled ; for, to my great misfortune, I 
had no vessel to boil or stew anything ; and two or three of the 
turtle's eggs for my supper. 

From T i n ; A D V E N T U R E S O P R O B I N S O N CRUSOE. Daniel Defoe. 

DEC. 2 5 T H , 1774 : On Christmas Eve we made such a slaughter 
from two boats among a species of wild goose, Anas Magellanica 
(an example of which 1 presented to the Royal Academy of 
Science, and drew and described in the Carlson Museum) 
that the Captain and we three botanists brought home sixty-two, 
and the lieutenants fourteen. The whole company was then 
regaled with roast goose, without which blessing everyone 
would have had to be satisfied with the everyday salt provisions 
for the Christmas feast. At our table, especially on Christmas 
Day, both boiled and roast goose as well as goose-patties were 
served. The Christmas feast was crowned by our Madeira wine, 
the only one of our provisions that had improved during the long 
voyage ; this had acquired a quality which probably no one 
had ever tasted previously either in Terra del Fuego or in 
Europe. 

From A VOYAGE R O U N D T H E W O R L D W I T H C A P T A I N J A M E S C O O K IN H.M.S . 

R E S O L U T I O N , Anders Sparrman. 
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Every night now I used to slip ashore toward ten o'clock at some 
little village, and buy ten or fifteen cent's worth of meal or 
bacon or other stuff to eat ; and sometimes 1 lifted a chicken that 
warn't roosting comfortable, and took him along. Pap always 
said, take a chicken when you get a chance, because if you don't 
want him yourself you can easy find somebody that does, and a 
good deed ain't ever forgot. I never see pap when he didn't 
want the chicken himself, but that is what he used to say, any
way. 

Vrom H U C K L E B E R R Y F I N N . Mark Twain. 

CALIBAN : I pr'thee, let me bring thee where crabs grow ; 
And I with my long nails will dig thee pig-nuts ; 
Show thee a jay's nest, and instruct thee how 
To snare the nimble marmoset : I'll bring thee 
To clustering filberts, and sometimes I'll get thee 
Young scamels from the rock. Wilt thou go with me ? 

Vrom T H E T E M P E S T . William Shakespeare. 

He descended from the stage, and commanded that sevetal 
ladders should be applied to my sides, on which above a hundred 
of the inhabitants mounted, and walked towards my mouth, 
laden with baskets full of meat, which had been provided and 
sent thither by the king's orders, upon the first intelligence he 
received of me. I observed there was the flesh of several animals, 
but I could not distinguish them by the taste. There were 
shoulders, legs and loins, shaped like those of mutton, and very 
well dressed, but smaller than the wings of a lark. I eat them by 
two or three at a mouthful, and took three loaves at a time, about 
the bigness of musket bullets. They supplied me as fast as 
they could, showing a thousand marks of wonder and astonish
ment at my bulk and appetite. 

Vrom GULLIVER'S TRAVELS, Jonathan Swift. 
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T H E Canteen, with its concealed lighting, banks of flowers 
and bunches of balloons, had a very festive appearance on the 
night of the Griffin Dance on March 19th. 

The music of Len Henshaw was as good and lively as ever 
and everyone was in a happy mood by the interval when the 
cabaret took the floor. 

The Skating Dexters gave a 
masterly display—the two 
volunteers to join their act 
were certainly swept off their 
feet and had some little 
difficulty in finding them 
again, which added to the I M P 
general enjoyment. 

The clowns, Bedlam and 
B e d l a m , w e r e e x t r e m e l y 
popular and earned the roar ^ p 
of applause when their act 
ended. pW^fc . 

More dancing, excellent TSU 
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raffle and spot prizes and a 
contented crowd—what more 
can you ask ? 

If the Griffin Dances main
tain this very high standard 
we're sure that the rush for 
tickets will be as big as 
ever next season. 
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The Branches representative team look pleased with their victory. 

Branches beat Depot 
at Dulwich 

In a match which has been 
judged the best seen at 
Dulwich for years, a repre
sentative Branches Team 
scored a 4-3 victory over a 
Depot team. At half time the 
Depot were leading 2-1 but 
fast aggressive play by the 
Branches in the second half 
took the score to 4-3 in their 
favour when the game ended. 



THE BRANCHES TEAM. L. 
to R. Back row: P. Noyes, 
L. Gibbons, R. Newell, J. 
Groves, M. Franks, G. Wil
son, W. Patten. Front row : 
M. Shingfield, A. Davies, G. 
Ellis, D. Baxter, H. Collins. 

LEFT. A. Davies who scored 
four goals for the Branches 
team receives his plaque from 
Mr. Cudmore, secretary of 
' R ' Section. Left: L. Potter. 
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THE DEPOT TEAM. L. to R. 
Back row: G. Mott, E. Spencer, 
J. Cosgrove, G. Senatore, J. 
Waite, D. Butcher, H. Woolley, 
G. Sims. Front row : D. Will-
mott, D. Harris, C. Belderson, 
G. Farmer, D. Chumbley. 



Veterans 
meet for 

Tea 
at 

Blackfriars 

The J.S. Veterans Annual Re
union and Concert was held 
this year on March 29th at 
Blackfriars. The attendance 
was as usual a very good one 
and a grand time was enjoyed 
by all. The last year has been 
a busy one for the veterans 
and it is hoped to make the 
coming year's activities equally 
enjoyable. The committee are 
seen opposite, top of the page. 
L. to R. Messrs. A. J. Battams, 
W. Baker, A. E. Snow, R. 
Hopker, A. J. Curtis, G. Hoare, 
W. C. Gurr, C. A. Wright, 
C. Atkins, P. Shreeves. At the 
foot of the opposite page, Mr. 
A. Kettley, new secretary, 
S.S.A., helps Mrs. Hartigan 
hand round tea. At the table 
are Mr. S. Taylor, former 
secretary, with Mr. Gurr and 
Mr. Curtis. 
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Plenty of 
entertainment was 
going at the 
Veterans' Reunion. 
John Brearley, 
illusionist, kept 
everyone guessing, 

BELOW 
The illusionist gets 
a little help from 
Mrs. Younger. With 
her is Mrs. Hoare (R.) 
and (L.) Mr. and 
Mrs. Seaton. 



LEFT Mr. H. Younger, 
latest recruit to the 
Veterans, with Mr. J. 
Dowling, oldest Vet
eran, at the Reunion. 

Always a popular fea
ture is the board of 
letters and greetings 
from absent friends. 
At the board, L. to R., 
are Messrs. Snow, Cur
tis and Trevis. 

L. to R., Mr. Harrison 
chatting with Mr. and 
Mrs. Farmer. 
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A Shop Transformed, P̂  
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Looking the full length of 
the new J.S. shop in Putney 
High Street. Readers will 
realise the enourmous 
change made if they 
refer to J.S. Journal, 
February, 19SS, p. 38, which 
shows the shop as it 
was before J.S. 
took over. This photograph 
was taken the day 
before opening (March 28th) 
when the shop was thrown 
open to the inspection 
of the public. 

BELOW. 
Mr. J. H. Munro 
Manager, Putney High Street. 

.ey High Street re-opens as a J .S. Branch 
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ABOVE. 
The new shop 
front has the 
characteristic J.S. 
all-glass look. 

LEFT. 
This Georgian 
building still stood 
on the site of our 
Putney High Street 
branch in the 
1880's. 



Mr. Be van of 176 Streatham came over to help show visitors around 
on March 27th. Behind the counter are Miss Daniels, Mr. Wilkins 
and Miss McTaggart. 

At the poultry preparation bench behind the shop, L, to R., 
Messrs. Smith, Taylor and Lucas. 
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The meat prepara
tion department is 
roomy and well-lit. 
L. to R., Messrs. 
Overton, Collins 
and Robinson. 

In the butter pre
paration room at 
the front table, 
Miss Vickers and 
Mr. Wickens. Be
hind them is Miss 
F i e l d w i c k . The 
apparatus which 
looks like a radio 
set in the ceiling 
is, in fact, an air-
conditioner. 



Mr. Hagan at the 
bacon preparation 
bench, in the 
warehouse. 

Many visitors to 
the shop asked to 
see the canteen 
which impressed 
them very much. 
Here at tea are, L. 
to R., Miss Caha-
gan, Mrs. Evans, 
Mrs. Whitcombe, 
Miss Field wick, 
Mr. Collins, Mrs. 
D a n i e l s , M r s . 
Reise, Miss Mc-
Taggart. 

The kitchen also 
attracted many 
visitors. L., Miss 
Deakin, R., Mrs. 
Williams. 



MARTIAL VEMV8 
May 21, 1778. We all breakfasted, dined and slept again at 
Weston. I walked up to the White Hart with Mr. Lewis and 
Bill to see a famous Woman in Men's Cloaths, by name Hannah 
Snell who was 21 years as a common soldier in the Army and 
not discovered by any as a woman. Cousin Lewis has mounted 
guard with her abroad. She went in the Army by the name of 
John Gray. She has a Pension from the Crown now of 18.5.0 
per annum and the liberty of wearing Men's Cloaths and also a 
Cockade in her Hat which she still wears. She has laid in a room 
with 70 soldiers and not discovered by any of them. The fore
finger of her right hand was cut by a sword at the taking of 
Pondicherry. She is now about 60 years of age and talks very 
sensible and well, and travels the country with a Basket at her 
back, selling Buttons, Garters, laces, etc. I took 4 Pr of 4d. 
Buttons and gave her 0.2.6. At 10 o'clock we all went down 
to the River with our Nets a-iishing. . . . At Lenswade Bridge 
we caught a Prodigious fine Pike which weighed 8 Pound 
and half and it had in his Belly another Pike, of above a Pound. 
We caught also there the finest Trout I ever saw which weighed 
3 Pound and two ounces. Good Pike and Trout we also causjht 
besides. 

Fro/// the D I A R Y oi ' T H I S RiivmuiND JAMKS W O O D F O K U E , 1740-1803. 
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Griffin ' V take it easy at half-time. L. to R., W. Norfolk, B. Basford, 
C. Glitz, D. Chumbley, H. Woolley, G. Sims (Secretary) at rear talking 
to R. Whiting, R. McArthur, F. Platts, B. Franklin, V. Hazell (just 
visible sitting down), R. Williams and D. Hinson. 

' V for VICTORIOUS 
H. FOLLETT, Secretary of'V Section 

writes about' V' Section's successful football season 

O N E of the pleasantest features of any football season is in 
reminiscence and recollection of the thrills of the games and in 
the thought of what might have been achieved but for cir
cumstances. In mid-March Griffin football circles were buzzing 
with the prospect of Griffin " V " team winning the Challenge 
Cup, the Trophy, and heading Division IIB of the West-End 
A.F.A. Junior League. This would have been an outstanding 
achievement in the history of the West End in the Junior 
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Division and certainly the greatest success ever for Griffin 
" V " Team. Confidence stood high in spite of the injury to 
right back D. Willmott in the Trophy semi-final and the League 
appeared safely in the bag, one point being needed from three 
matches. On February 26th the Challenge Cup was won in a 
handsome victory over London Transport (Metropolitan 
Railway) by 5 goals to 1, but in the closing minutes of this 
game Ted Spencer, leading goal-scorer for " V ", twisted his 
ankle so severely that he was out of action not only for his 
third appearance with the West End A.F.A. Juniors, but also 
for the Trophy final against A.E.C. 11 on the Carreras ground 
at Stanmore on March 12th. 

With D. Willmott also unfit for this match the prospects 
were dimmed and Griffin " V " went down fighting by one 
goal to nil. A narrow margin by which to miss the triple victory 
but at least there was real satisfaction in being the first Griffin 
team to win the Challenge Cup and in the following week's 
victory when the League championship was definitely secured. 

Reflecting on the season's successes mention must be made 
of the achievement of E. Spencer and D. Chumbley, who scored 
over 100 goals between them in the West End A.F.A., an 
indication of the enthusiasm and spirit that has been most 
evident throughout the whole team. The team secretary, G. 
Sims, too, should certainly take a bow. This season's success 
was largely dependent on his efforts and vigorous management. 

To sum up, " V " have played 27 League, Cup and Trophy 
matches, winning 25 and losing one league game 2-0, and the 
Trophy final 1-0 ; a very successful season, which has put 
" V " section into Division 1 for the 1955/56 season—an 
ambition realised. 

GOAL SCORERS. 

E. Spencer 
D. Chumbley . . 
F. Platts 
H. Woolley . . 

* Plus S for \VI 

CUP, TROPHY AND LKAGI:I'. MATCHKS 

50* 
. . 46 
. . 16 
. . 15 

;,ST E N D A.F.A, 
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R. Norfolk . . . . 10 
E.Wills . . . . 3 
K. Oke . . . . 2 
D. Willmott . . . . 1 

In 2 Representat ive MnteiK-s. 



The Winning Team at Dulwich, March 19th. Back row, L. to R., 
D. Willmott, R. McArthur, D. Hinson, B. Franklin, C. Glitz. Front row, 
R. Whiting, E. Spencer, R. Norfolk, D. Chumbley, A. Woolley, F. Platts. 

LEAGUE, D I V . I I B . 

The League Table at the close of the 1954-55 Season. 
Goals 

P. W. D. L. F. A. Pts. 

Griffin " V " 
Wandgas 
Truscon 
Byron 
Britalumin 
Aeons 
Moss Bros. . . 
Griffin " L.N. & O " 
Kensington Argyle . 

. 16 

. 16 

. 16 

. 16 

. 16 

. 16 

. 16 
16 

. 16 

15 
7 
7 
7 
6 
5 
6 
4 
2 

0 
4 
4 
2 
3 
5 
1 
2 
5 

1 
5 
5 
7 
7 
6 
9 

10 
9 

96 
45 
42 
41 
45 
37 
28 
49 
34 

23 
30 
51 
61 
45 
41 
44 
63 
59 

30 
18 
18 
16 
15 
15 
13 
10 
9 
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' V ' Section team and supporters. Back row, L. to R., W. Norfolk, 
B. Basford (both of Selection Committee), V. Hazell (reserve), D. 
Willmott, R. McArthur, D. Hinson, B. Franklin, C. Glitz, L. Tierney 
(Selection Committee), R. Williams (reserve) , H. Follett (General 
Secretary, ' V ' Section). Front row, K. Oke (reserve), R. Whiting, 
E. Spencer, R. Norfolk, D. Chumbley, H. Woolley, F. Platts, G. Sims 
(secretary). 

Who's Who in 'V Section Football 
Derek Hinson. Goalkeeper. Carries a name well known in J.S. being 
the son of Mr. G. Hinson, who was manager at Rye Lane, Peckham, 
until his untimely death in 1945. Derek works as a Maintenance Engineer 
in the Factory, having joined the firm in 1944. Affectionately known as 
" one-goal Hinson " because of the number of matches in which he has 
been beaten only once. 
Doug Willmott. Right back. Started with the firm in 1944, in the Works 
Department office. Though short of build he is a fast-tackling defender 
whose speed has helped to start many successful attacks. 
Brian Franklin. Left back. Joined the firm in 1937, in the Engineers' 
Dept. Since 1951 has been in the Engineers' Office. A strong, forceful 
player whose services to " V " have been invaluable. He has also been a 
stalwart of Griffin cricket for years. 

Ron Whiting. Right half-back. Maintenance Engineer attached to Stamford 
House. Joined the firm in 1941. Has recently become the father of a son 
who has already been seen at Dulwich taking an interest in football. Ron 
is a sturdy player always in the thick of the play in " V's " territory. 

34 



Ron McArthur. Centre-half. Known as " Young Mac " to distinguish 
him from his father who is a foreman painter in the S.W. Branches area. 
Young Mac joined J.S. in 1949 and now works as a handyman. Has played 
at right back and in the forward line and knows well how elusive scoring 
a goal can be. A strong-tackling player favouring a soft surface for his 
sliding tackles. 
Charlie Glitz. Left half-back. Has played in this position regularly for 
two seasons since Frank Floodgate, a stalwart of past Griffin " V " football, 
relinquished it due to an injured knee. Charlie is shrewd in his play, spreading 
through passes to his forwards. Joined the firm in 1947 and works as an 
electrician attached to Stamford House. 
Ted Spencer. Outside right. Works as a painter in the S.W. Branches 
area ; joined the firm in 1949. Ted is well known in Griffin football circles 
as a centre-forward with a prolific goal-scoring record. This season has 
moved to his rightful position on the right wing and has maintained his 
record of highest goal scorer with 55 goals in the League, Cup and Trophy 
matches. Selected to represent the West End A.F.A. on three occasions 
this season but unfortunately missed the third match and his badge through 
injury. He is a keen cricketer, having bowled with some merit in Griffin 
matches. Fond of swimming and running. 

Ron Norfolk. Inside right. Joined the Engineers on Cold Store construction 
work in 1953. Amongst the goalscorers this season, Ron is a strong, 
useful player having served as right back and right half. Able to hit a ball 
first time with great force. 
Derek Chumbley. Centre-forward. Known as "Bil l" . Used to play at 
outside left but this season has returned to centre-forward. Well known for 
his devastating left-foot drive. Tally of goals this season is 46. Selected 
as centre-forward for the West End A.F.A. in a Senior representative 
match. Joined the firm in 1947 and works in the Engineers' Dept. as a 
Refrigeration Engineer. 

Harry Woolley. Inside left. A joiner in the Works Dept. Joined the 
firm in 1947. For several seasons played at centre-half. Well known in 
Griffin football circles as a ball player of repute and respect for the game. 
A good swimmer, being instrumental in winning the Relay Cup for " V " 
at last year's Griffin Swimming Gala, and won the Men's Singles Tennis 
Championship in the Griffin Competition in 1954. 
Fred Platts. Outside left. Joined the firm in 1942 ; works in the Engineers' 
Dept. as a Maintenance Engineer attached to Stamford House. A keen 
player with his name among the goalscorers. Recently married Miss 
J. Lisher who used to work at 21 Worthing. 

Ernie Wills has had several games in the forward line this season, returning 
from National Service in 1954. Joined the firm in 1950 and played for 
Griffin Minors. Had the bad luck to injure his ankle badly in " V's " 
Trophy Final this year. 
Dick Williams. A Maintenance E.ngineer who joined J.S. in 1950. For 
several seasons played as goalkeeper and has, this season, stepped in as a 
right-wing and right half. 
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Ken Oke. A maintenance electrician seen a lot around the branches ; 
joined the firm in April, 1950. A very keen and loyal supporter who has 
for several seasons been a willing reserve in most positions with a heart 
as big as a lion's. Vocally an asset to any team. 

Reg Meadows. A labourer in the Works Dept. who joined the firm in 
1953. A veteran in the game, has usefully assisted " V " as a wing-half. 
A good ball player. 

Vic Hazell. An electrician's mate, a newcomer to the firm who joined 
only three months ago. A very promising debut at outside right suggests 
Vic will be looking for a permanent team place next season. 

George Sims. The " V " Section Football Secretary. A painter in the 
S.E. Branches area. Joined the firm in 1952. Much of the credit for this 
successful season must go to him. His able and consistent management of 
fixtures and business is largely responsible for the team spirit that has taken 
" V " to the top. 

Ben Basford. Selection Committee. Joined the firm in 1931 and works 
as a handyman in the Works Dept. Well known around the branches, 
particularly during the war when he was often out clearing up bomb-damage. 
The " daddy " of " V " football section whose observations and football 
wisdom have been invaluable to the team. 

D. Chumbley takes 
a penalty shot in 
the match against 
A e o n s ( W e s t 
minster Bank) at 
Dulwich on March 
19th, when they 
d e f e a t e d t h e i r 
visitors 2-1. 

Luke Tierney. Selection Committee. Known as " Paddy ", joined the 
firm in 1950 and is a maintenance electrician in the Engineers' Dept. A 
keen, loyal supporter who has taken on many of the section's responsibilities. 

Bill Norfolk. A loyal and active supporter at home and away matches 
throughout the season. Father of Ron Norfolk, joined the firm in 1940 
and works on Cold Store construction. 
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H O M E H I N T S S E C T I O N 

Why Paints Flake 

•.*<£> " 0 a*^-*y -> 

MR. B. BUTLER, Director of Leyland Paints Ltd., 

writes on one of the home-decorator's difficulties 

A POINT which is too seldom understood by the amateur 
decorator is that the natural action of a paint film is slowly to 
contract and shrink. This takes place over a period of many 
months and is caused by the gradual hardening of the medium 
of the paint due to oxidation. This is common to both flat 
and gloss paints and to any paint with any degree of bind in it. 
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It does not, however, apply to an underbound type of paint 
such as Ceilingwhite but it does definitely apply to the Clear-
colle or size applied to the ceiling as a pre-treatment. 

The natural shrinking of the paint is often aggravated by its 
movement under temperature changes—it will expand and 
contract with heat or cold. Where these temperature changes 
are severe, e.g. on exterior work, the paint must be as elastic 
as possible (the surface also expands and contracts) so the 
proportion of oil in the paint is increased—one reason why 
flat paints which have little elasticity cannot successfully be 
used outside. 

The Importance of a Good Key 
But even internal temperature changes cause expansion and 

contraction (particularly in kitchens and bathrooms) and so it is 
important to realise that either naturally through oxidation or 
through temperature changes the paint film will move and 
gradually shrink. 

This means that unless the paint has a firm grip into the surface 
it will come away. On internal walls the initial breakdown 
often comes on a crack in the plaster and the flake then curls 
backwards due to shrinking of the more recently applied film. 

There is considerable difficulty in ensuring adequate key to 
the surface particularly when there have been a variety of 
different decorations previously. These may have been of soft 
distemper, washable distemper, emulsion or flat paint, all of 
which gradually lose their properties and elasticity. 

Washing Off is Not Enough 
Let us consider first of all the most common one—a surface 

previously treated with soft distemper (easily tested by rubbing 
with a wet finger when the pigment will come off). The normal 
preparation of this type of surface is washing off. Even though 
this might be thoroughly done a great deal of the pigment 
remains on and in the surface as rubbing the hand over the 
surface the next day will show. The application of any water-
thinned paints is liable to lead to flaking—if not this time, certainly 
next. As soon as water touches the surface it stops the pene
tration of the medium of the distemper or emulsion. This will 
then merely lie on the face, and later it will shrink and flake. 
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It is necessary to penetrate through the soft pigment into 
the plaster—without penetration you cannot have proper 
adhesion. This penetration can only be given by an oil paint 
sealer such as Leyland's Primer Undercoating, Soucote. Most 
manufacturers make them specially for this purpose—in many 
cases in colours so that the work is brought forward and one 
further coat of emulsion or distemper is quite sufficient—still 
only a two-coat job. Its use on old distemper surfaces as a 
general rule should be more widely practised, as its cost is so 
little more and it gives that insurance against future trouble. 

Dealing with a Hard Surface 
When the previous decoration is not of the soft distemper 

type it is, of course, more difficult. If the surface is hard, as it 
may be if a washable distemper has been used, it will be necessary 
to thoroughly rub down with glasspaper to fracture the film 
and allow the oil to penetrate. 

Keying into the plaster face—into the permanent structure—is 
essential to success. This keying on previously decorated surfaces 
is best done by an oil paint sealer being used as the first coat 
after the removal of as much of the earlier decoration as possible. 

(Flaking on outside woodwork and on new plaster will form 
the subject of a further article.) 

Make a Date for the S.S.A. 

SUMMER FETE 
At Dulwich on Bank Holiday Monday, August 1st. 

11.30 a.m. to 11.30 p.m. 
Lunches, Teas and Suppers will be available 

Athletic Events * Tennis Finals * Bowls Finals 
Sideshows • Kiddies' Korner with Fancy Dress 

Competition • Handicrafts Show 

N E W A T T R A C T I O N S i n t h e C E N T R A L A R E N A 

FIREWORKS a n d DANCING 
S.S.A. Members and their friends will all be welcome 
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Mr. John's visit
to Ceylon
Mr. John sends us these pictures
taken on his recent visit to Ceylon.
Top picture, left, shows him
picking two leaves and a bud from
a bush in a tea plantation. With
him is Mrs. Wood, wife of the
manager of George Payne Ltd. in
Ceylon. Below, left, he is seen on
a visit to Karidy, and right, he is
chatting with Mr. Halliday, who
was his host at Nuwara Eliya.
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Pictures on this page are from 'A' 
Section's very successful dance at 
the Churchill Hall, Ilford, on March 
15th. 

ABOVE, left. Mr. Bull and guest, Mr. 
and Mrs. Heggles and Mrs. Chidley. 
ABOVE, right. Mr. and Mrs. Scho-
field, cheerful winners of the Spot 
Waltz. 
BELOW. L. to R., Mr. Yates and his 
fiancee, Mr. Robertson, Miss Rudland 
and Mr. Foorde. 
BELOW, right, Mr. and Mrs. West-
macott and their family. 

People at 
Ilford's 
Dance 



Mr. Frank, Mr. Alfred and Mr. J. B. Sainsbury photographed 
together on a happy occasion in 1938 when the depot staff 

went on an outing to Margate. 

FRANK SAINSBURY 
Bom i8y8 — Died ipjj 

THOSE in the Eastern Counties who knew Mr. Frank, one of 
the sons of the Founder of the Firm, will have learned with 
regret of his death at Blunts Hall, Little Wratting, on April 
1st after a long illness. In the following paragraphs Mr. John 
recalls for us some of his brother's early experiences. 
" Mr. Frank was a pioneer in the English Egg Packing Industry, 
inasmuch as, until he started prior to World War I, eggs were 
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sold in markets throughout the country by individual farmers 
bringing in 50 or 60 or so to sell each week. It was not unknown 
for some of the eggs to have been kept back a week, or even 
preserved in waterglass, to take advantage of a rising market. 
The Danes and Dutch had already by this time a system of 
checking their supplies, and producers were fined heavily for 
each stale egg found—as a result English eggs were much less 
popular than the Danish and Dutch. This experience led Mr. 
Frank to establish what was for this country the first collecting 
depot—at Little Wratting—where eggs were examined on arrival. 
" 1 can recall seeing in The 'Times one day that a producer in 
Suffolk had been fined heavily for selling eggs as ' new laid ' 
among which were a percentage of eggs which had been stored 
in waterglass. Upon enquiry I found he was one of Mr. Frank's 
suppliers and it was through his system that the culprit had 
been caught. 
" Then again, when supplies of fine quality pork were un
obtainable, at least in sufficient quantity for us, from the markets, 
Mr. Frank, in collaboration with my father, erected a building 
with 12-14 boxes each housing a pedigree boar. These were 
available for the use of farmers east, north, south and west, to 
improve the quality of their pigs and the experiment proved 
very successful. 
"Mr. Frank was a very keen exhibitor over a number of years, 
not only of Large Black, Large White and Middle White pigs 
but also with Lincoln red shorthorn cattle, Suffolk sheep and 
Suffolk Punch horses. Of later years his herd of Guernsey 
cattle became prominent and in fact are still well known in this 
country. His herd of pedigree pigs was also one of the finest. 
At the Royal Show in Suffolk some years ago, I think it is 
correct to say that he took upwards of 20 prizes including one 
Supreme Championship and many firsts. Mr. Frank proved 
himself not only a good tradesman but a very good agriculturist. 
As a young man his health was not of the best but as it turned 
out it was in our mutual interests that he should have gone 
over to, and so much enjoyed farming." 

Readers will remember from an earlier issue of the JOURNAL 
that Mr. Frank also started the slaughterhouse at Little Wratting 
and was responsible for the pig^buying organisation in the 
Eastern Counties prior to the war. 
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MOVEMENTS and PROMOTIONS 

W'e are pleased to record the following promotions : — 

TO MANAGEMENT 

A. Ranger Personal Assistant to Feltham 

to Mr. Walter 

TO HEAD BUTCHER 

R. D . Barnes of Fulham to 87 Balham 
R. W. Driver of Chingford to 339 Palmers Green 

The following transfers will be of interest to many members of the staff :— 

MEAD BUTCHERS 

L. Sewell from 87 Balham to Tolwor th 
C . J . Bryant from To lwor th to N e w Maiden 
R. Collins from New Maiden to Putney 

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S and Best Wishes to :— 

Miss Rva Cage of Norwich w h o has just completed 40 years' service with 
J .S . She started on the despatch counter on March 28th, 1915, and has 
been First Clerk since 1927. 

M A R R I A G E S (BETWEEN MEMBERS O F J .S . STAFF) 

Very best wishes for their future happiness to :— 

Miss G. M. Arnold (Brondesbury) and Mr. P. J. Coition (128 Kilburn) 

Miss G. Fairall and Mr. B. Taylor of Seaford 

Miss S. Knigh t and Mr. F. R. Bartlett of the Depot 

Miss M. Peters and Mr. E . P. Brock of the Depot 

Miss A . Slewin and Mr. L. Creasey of the Factory 

Miss W. Stratford and Mr. J. Hutch ings of the Factory 

Miss S. Moreton and Mr. S. Bullock of the Factory 

O B I T U A R Y 

W e regret to record the death of Mr. W. W. Buchanan who joined the 
Depo t in 1920 and retired in 1946. We extend our deepest sympathy to 
his wife and family. 
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THE QUEEN IN SOUTHWARK 
A unique event in Southwark history took place within a half-mile 
of Stamford House on Maundy Thursday when H.M. The Queen 
visited Southwark Cathedral to distribute the Royal Maundy, the 
first time that a reigning sovereign has carried out this function 
on the South Bank since the 16th century. A link with J.S. was provided 
by the presentation to 
Her Majesty of Mr. L. F. 
Biddle of the Staff Cater
ing Department (to the 
right immediately behind 
Her Majesty in our pic
ture), Founder-Secretary 
of the Cathedral Guild 
of Stewards, who were 
on duty that day, and 
who celebrate their tenth 
birthday in 1955, the 
Golden Jubilee Year of 
the Diocese of South-
wark. 

' O ' Section Darts Tournament Cup Winners. 
L. to R., Messrs. McEvoy, Chiverton, Pratt, Woodley and Rayner. 
The Sales Office ' B ' team above, defeated Sales Office ' A ' Team 
in this first season of inter-office darts. ' B ' team won by 2 games 
to 1 and A. McEvoy made the winning throw with 72 to score by 
throwing 2 tops and a double 16. 



N E W S OF J.S. STAFF ON NATIONAL SERVICE 

The following are extracts from some of the letters we have received from our men on 
National Service since our last publication :— 

T. G. BLOUNT, 24 Brighton. .Gosport (Army). Has recently changed his 
trade from electrician to clerk and attended a course at Gosport. Expects 
to be sent to the Middle East very shortly. 

S. BRIERS, Kingsbury. Thetford (Army). Employed driving 10-ton lorries 
all over the country and is shortly going to Reading where he will drive 
a 60-ft. demonstration van. 

R. CHAMBERS, Surbiton. Malta (Royal Marines). Has settled down quite 
well at his new base and is expecting to take part shortly in exercises in 
Greece and Tripoli. 

B. DANIELS, Berkhamsted. Aldershot (Army). Unfortunately at the moment 
of writing he was in the sick bay with tonsillitis but hoped to be out soon 
and ready for a draft to Cyrenaica. 

At the party given to Mr. Short, retiring manager of 21 Epsom, 
a presentat ion was made to him by the staff. Our picture shows 
the staff of 21 Epsom with, seated in the foreground, L. to R., 
Mr. Holder, Mr. Short, Mr. Leach, the new manager , and Mr. Stone. 



At the Colchester Annual Dinner at the Red Lion Mr. Hedges makes a 
wedding presentation to Mr. Dyer on behalf of managers and officials 
of his area. In the picture, L. toR. a re (seated) Mrs. Finch, Mrs. Watson, 
Mrs. Hedges, Mrs. Steggles. (Standing), Mr. Finch, Mr. Steggles, 
Mr. Taylor, Mr. J. Finch, Mr. Watson, Mr. Dyer and Mr. Hedges . 

F. LEE, Colchester. Warminster (Army). A L/Cpl. in the medical reception 
station—he feels that he will probably remain at Warminster until he is 
demobilized. Has recently met Turney, also from Colchester, who has 
just joined the R.A.F. as a cook. 

G. LUCAS, 140 Finchley. Malaya (Army). Has recently spent a short 
leave at Kuantan which his battalion, the Somersets, have taken over as 
a leave camp. Is now able to get some cricket practice in on a concrete 
pitch which has been made at his camp. 

J. FINCH, Peckham. Catterick (Army). Has just completed his initial 
training and is now on a course for keyboard and cypher operators (Royal 
Signals). Has recently been in hospital with ear trouble but fortunately it 
is not serious and he expects to be home on leave quite soon. 

F. HOLLEY, Wealds tone. Ashford (Army). Was recently successful in his 
trade test and is now a vehicle storeman in the R.E.M.E. Is working very 
hard at the moment from 7.30 in the morning until 8 or 9 at night. 

J. FAWDRY, Wincbmore Hill. Germany (R.A.F.). Has recently had 10 days' 
Continental leave which he spent visiting various places of interest. Is 
hoping to go to Holland some time this month. 
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L. W. DEWHURST {HeadOffice). Is training as a mechanical engineer with 
the Navy in Cornwall after which he hopes to be transferred to a ship. 

A. HARDING, Whetstone. Gravesend (Army). Is attached to the H.A.A. 
Regt., R.A., and is now a qualified driver. Although his job is in the office 
he spends quite a lot of his time travelling around the country driving 
lorries. 

A. MILLER, Wembley. Southampton (Army). Is a military policeman and 
now stationed at Southampton. Has been very busy during the past few 
months and has taken over the job of detachment clerk. 

J. PASSANT, l'orest Hill. Egypt (Army). Has recently arrived in Egypt 
from Korea and evidently finds life very much better than he expected. Is 
employed as batman to a Brigadier. 

M. REYNOLDS, Winchmore Hill. Malta (R.A.F.), Now a S.A.C. in the radar 
section. Expected to be home on leave this month but unfortunately all 
leave was cancelled at the last moment owing to a special inspection. Wit
nessed the annual carnival and was very impressed with what he saw. 

J. SAYLE, Wood Green. Hawthorn (R.A.F.). Was not particularly happy in 
the butcher's shop and therefore asked for a change. Is now working in 
the kitchen and is in charge of one of the shifts. 

M. SMITH, Addiscombe. Crookham (Army). At the moment training to 
be a nursing orderly in the R.A.M.C. Recently met Hewlett of West 
Croydon who has also just joined the R.A.M.C. 

j . SPENCE, 52 Holloiray. Bexhill (R.A.F.). Has now been promoted to 
S.A.C .̂ and has been moved around to different places in order to obtain 
practical experience. Is employed as a fighter plotter. 

B. TAYLOR, Cambridge. Aldershot (Army). Employed in the A.C.C. 
attached to the R.A.M.C. He will be quite happy to stay at Aldershot as 
so far he has escaped parades and inspections. 

J. TOLM1E, Southall. Germany (Army). Is now a driver in the R.A.S.C. 
and has seen quite a lot of Germany during his stay there. Recently, during 
the course of his duties, was able to visit Holland. 

L, TURNEY, Colchester. Aylesbury (R.A.F.). Is now on a training course 
and hopes to become a cook. Finds it is now much more convenient for 
travelling home weekends than it was at West Kirby. 

S. VANSTONE, Guildford. Gibraltar (R.A.F.). Is not too keen on the 
station but at any rate finds his living quarters good. His billet is known as 
the Devil's Tower Camp. 

N. BEST, Westboume. Ayr (Army). Has now been promoted to Cpl. and 
has moved into a new cookhouse. He is now a qualified drill instructor as 
well as a cook. 

K.J.L. Hopton St., S.E.I 
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On his return to England from 

Ceylon one of Mr. John's first 

calls was at Marylebone High St. 

to see our West End self-service 

store there. He is seen above talking 

to Mr. Hill the Manager, and (centre) 

Head Butcher, Mr. Plant. 



Looking the full length of 
the new J.S. shop in Putney 
High Street. Readers will 
realise the enourmous 
change made if they 
refer to J.S. Journal, 
February, 1955, p. 38, which 
shows the shop as it 
was before J.S. 
took over. This photograph 
was taken the day 
before opening (March 28th) 
when the shop was thrown 
open to the inspection 
of the public. 

BELOW. 
Mr. J. H. Munro 
Manager, Putney High Street. 

Mil 

A S h o p T r a n s f o r m e d . Putney High Street re-opens as a J.S. Branch 
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