
Photograph of John James and Mary Ann Sainsbury 
[1896]

In 1869, husband and wife John James and Mary Ann Sainsbury opened their first store on London’s Drury Lane. 

Exterior of the Sainsbury's branch at 173 Drury Lane 
in Holborn, London [c. 1920]

When Sainsbury’s first opened, the shop 
only sold three items - milk, eggs and butter. 
Sainsbury’s emphasis on low prices and high 
quality soon proved popular with locals.

ShoppIng 
The Sainsbury’s Story

Shopping basket from behind the scenes of 
Portland Basin Museum [c. 1930s]  

It’s said John James and Mary Ann’s ambition 
became to have one shop as a living for each of 
their eleven children. 
The rest is supermarket history...

photos courtesy of Sainsbury Archive 
(unless otherwise stated)
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The Sainsbury Archive in London documents the history of Sainsbury’s and the transformation of retailing 
since the mid-19th century. portland basin Museum in Ashton-under-Lyne, greater Manchester cares for and 
displays social, domestic and industrial objects. Inspired by Sainsbury’s 150th year, these two collections 
came together to invite you to talk about, explore and share shopping, work life and food, past and present.

With thanks to the Sainsbury's Veterans Association

...Find out more 
about 150 years of british shopping heritage at:

www.sainsburyarchive.org.uk/timeline

https://www.sainsburyarchive.org.uk/timeline
https://www.sainsburyarchive.org.uk/timeline
https://www.sainsburyarchive.org.uk/timeline


ShoppIng 
Counter Service 

Patrons waited to be served canned goods, 
pies and provisions (like tomatoes and 
cucumbers), tea and biscuits. Shoppers stood 
by, as meat and cheese were individually 
weighed for them.

children were often enlisted 
to help queue up! 

What favourite childhood 
foods would you be willing 

to wait in line for?

Counter service  Clapham Road, Stockwell branch 
[c. 1950s]

Shop scales courtesy of Portland Basin Museum
 [c. 1950s]

Butter patting at 1-4 Ealing High Street branch 
[c. 1961]

Butter beaters courtesy of Portland Basin Museum [c. 1930s]

Shopping used to involve lots of queuing 
and chatting. Customers queued at several 
different counters in one shopping trip. 

Purchasers watched as their butter was 
‘patted’ and packaged up.



cut out the arrow, push a pencil through the hole and SpIn! 
Let's see where it lands to inspire your shopping search: www.sainsburyarchive.org.uk
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Tea strainer courtesy of Portland Basin Museum [c. 1930s] Sainsbury’s Canadian Cheddar Cheese Spread labels [c. 1960s]

J. Sainsbury’s Famous Pies box lid 
[1920s-1930s]

Custard Powder tin 
[1974]

Blue kaddy Tea advertisement featuring pioneer 
female aviator Amy Johnson [c. 1931]

ShoppIng 
Shopping Spinner

Box of 4 eggs [1953]

Which packaging catches your eye? 

What colours, shapes or fonts 
make it stand out?

https://www.sainsburyarchive.org.uk/

